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“P” IS FOR PICTURE (2)

In this issue, we have two follow-up articles/letters on Steven Haby’s article “P is for Picture” which appeared in the August
2019 issue. This brought back to me a story told to me by my old widowed landlady Hettie Zenner. Mrs Zenner’s husband,
Percy, had been a VR Station Master all over Victoria—Dingee, Maldon, Caldermeade, Devenish and Dennis. I discovered in
back sheds and store-rooms around the house, a veritable cornucopia of railway documents, including 1928 and 1936
General Appendices, that started me out on “timetable collecting”. Anyway, Mrs Zenner once told me of the story of going to
the “Pictures” by Cable Tram one night in 1939, only to discover, when they emerged from the theatre and walked up to
Lonsdale St, that the trams had gone forever, to be replaced by buses.
This issue also reproduces many timetable pages from Western Australia’s State-owned railway, most with an epigrammatic
message from advertisers. Prime among these, from about 1915, were advertisements for Plaistowe’s, Perth’s endemic
confectionary company which invented Australian boys’ (and my) favourite confectionary—the Choo-Choo Bar. Shades of the
Chattanooga Chew Chew! The early WAGR PTTs were also known to carry advertisements for laxatives, disguised as
advertisements for beer, on the rear cover. PTTs also carried an Index to Advertisers, within which the Index was also
Indexed!
Geoff Lambert
Editor
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Western Australian Rail PTTs
Victor Isaacs tells the story of WA’s rail Public Timetables—which we see
were so often partly paid for by Plaistowes, the makers of Choo Choo bars!

T

HE

WA GOVERNMENT

Gazette (“GG”) printed railway
timetables from 22 November
1881 until 1897 [The issue of May
1883 is shown at right].
Unexpectedly, later issues of GG also
included timetables from the two WA
private railways of the era. The
opening timetable of 3 June 1889 of
the Great Southern Railway appeared
in the Gazette of about that date; in
February 1892 the first Midland
Railway Co. of WA timetable
appeared in the GG. The latter railway
was then in two bits at either end of its
route. The southern section from the
junction near Guildford (now
Midland) to Moore River (now
Mogumber) had only two trains a
week.
Both companies were as much
concerned with land development as
they were with transport. The Great
Southern Railway was acquired by the
Government on 1 January 1897,
mainly because of the value of the
land it owned. The Midland Railway
of WA was not acquired by the
Government until 1 August 1964.
In the last few years of publishing
timetables in the Government Gazette,
the timetables were large, unwieldy
foldouts. Manifestly, they were
reprints of the wall-sheet timetables
pasted up at stations.
In 1897, two entrepreneurs produced
private timetables: (1) the Railways
Time Table & Fares book
incorporating the Western Australian
Bradshaw and (2) the West Australian
Time Table and Concise Guide. These
two publications were basically
similar. Apparently neither lasted.
They both mainly provided details of
WAGR train services – Perth suburban
and country, interspersed with
advertisements. Both also included
comprehensive information about
postal services. The WA Bradshaw
also included tables of mail services
“home” to Britain via both P & O and
Orient Line and an excellent map of
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WA Railways.
Webster’s one penny Guide to
Western Australia first appeared in
May 1912 and reached at least five
issues; the last known issue appeared
in May 1914. The first issue carried
the message “until further notice” but

the 3rd edition, of May 1913 said
“published half-yearly” on the cover.
Webster’s was not just a timetable
book but included directories of
solicitors, JPs, surveyors, and
information on towns, postal services
and many other public services. The
page size of Webster’s was 5 x 6.5
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Note: in the pages that follow,
selected tables for each timetable illustrated with a cover image, are placed next to that image

inches, the first issue having 280
pages. A state railway map was folded
into the centre of the book. The
timetables were complete and even
included mileage stops and some
school children’s stops.
Smith’s Guide to Western Australia
does not appear to have lasted as long
as Webster’s timetable. Smiths Guide
had, in this order: country trains,
suburban trains, Perth tramways,
buses, miscellaneous WA information
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Tables Shipping, Motor, Tram, Train
& Ferry Services, Perth, Fremantle,
Suburbs and Country, dated simply
“February” but estimated to be about
1930. This tiny 2.5 x 4 inches
publication was published by George
Stacy in Perth and had 64 pages, plus
covers. There were no tables as such
but merely departure days and times.
The timetable was arranged in a rough
alphabetical sequence by destination,
Applecross to Zoo (Albany comes a
few pages in!), but some of the
destinations come under major centres
such as Fremantle, where all the
Fremantle tram systems were noted.
Only a selection of country towns
appear in this guide.

and a Commonwealth Railways
timetable. December 1924 and June
1925 issues are known to exist; these
were 5.5 x 8.5 inches, price threepence
(3d). The 1924 issue is one of the few
of any W.A. timetables to feature the
short-lived White Hope Branch in the
Eastern Goldfields.
The Battye Library collection in the
State Library of W.A. has a single
issue of a guide entitled A.B.C. Time

The Western Australian Government
Railways produced a penny public
timetable, possibly from 1 May 1897
(based upon the holdings of the Battye
Library). This is a timetable of 119
pages of 4 x 5 inches. It is entitled —
all in upper case—West (sic)
Australian Railways Time Table &
Concise Guide including the Midland
Railway Company’s private line and
Postal, Money Order, and Telegraphic
information. The earliest editions that
I have sighted are those of 6 January
1902 - see the article by David
Hennell in The Times for October
2004 - and 9 January 1905 [PDF
download]. These were small booklets,
with a page size of 3.5 x 6 inches,
priced at one penny (1d). These
timetables began with summaries of
main services. They established the
pattern for WAGR PTTs in that both
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suburban and country sections
appeared sequentially on a line-by-line
basis. Thus, the Fremantle-PerthMidland suburban trains, were
followed by the country trains of that
line. Similarly, the Perth-Armadale
timetables were followed by the South
Western country timetables.
Kalgoorlie suburban trains were also
featured.
The Battye Library holdings continue
to 1917. From December that year,
these timetables were priced 3d. It

seems that, from September 1917, a
folder timetable was also sold for 1d.
Station masters had to ensure that any
amendments to passenger services
were ‘duly corrected’ in the folder and
book timetables. This instruction
continued to be mentioned in Weekly
notices until W/n 11 of 1932, after
which the order of mention was
reversed – 3d book and 1d folders,
below [implying a curious pricing
structure]. After W/n 1 of 1933 these
notices simply referred to ‘all sheet

and public time tables’.
A private collection has a copy of
Western Australian Government
Railways time tables fares & general
information “from 9th June, 1919,
until further notice”. This was a
published “gratuitous” [free] issue of
viii+232 pages & covers. There was a
separate map page for each of the
timetables (though not always adjacent
to the relevant table). Presumably this
was a copy of the 3d book that could
have been available to tourist bureaus
and for other promotional needs.
By the edition of 3 December 1923,
the appearance of the 3d WAGR PTT
was quite different. It now followed
the common Australian pattern of
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large fold-out pages of 8 x 8.5
inches. The centrefold had a fine
map of the system.
In April 1942, WA Station Masters
were instructed (per medium of the
WAGR Weekly notice) “to remove
and destroy all railway maps in time

6

tables on hand for sale to the public”
and that “no further issue of maps or
any publication containing maps is to
be made available to the public.”
These were no doubt war precautions
[see note at right]. Maps were
restored from the edition of 9

December 1944.
At some date between 1942 and 1946
(16 Dec. issue sighted), WA PTTs
converted to slightly larger-size page
Editors note: these were part of the Federal
Government’s official “Scorched Earth” precautions- see :References”
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format of 8 x 10.5 inches. The last
issue of the smaller size in the Battye
Library is 26 May 1945, but there
may have been more issues published
in this size. The order of appearance
was still suburban and country train
timetables grouped by line, followed
by railway-operated buses.
Note from David Whiteford: Tables
seem to have appeared in the public
timetables from the late 1950s with
the revised style. My 14 December
1958 issue has tables 1 – 2 Fremantle
and Midland line weekdays, 3 & 4
Saturday, 5 & 6 Sunday. Armadale
suburban starts on table 36 The July
1964 issue (in the next new smaller
style) has tables 1 – 10 being
suburban services (9 & 10 being
Chidlow trains)—there wasn’t an 11
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or 12. But the July 1966 edition has
country services again in some of
these early table numbers – 11 and
12 being Merredin via Wyalkatchem
road bus. No consistency at all in the
1960s.
On some date between the editions of
May 1960 and July 1962, there was a
radical change in the presentation of
WAGR PTTs. A 5.5 x 8.5 inch Rail &
Road bus passenger service timetable
book, priced at 1 shilling, replaced the
large format timetable. The July 1962
issue has 108 pages + covers, with a
folded map at the back. Also soon
issued, was a publication with the
exceedingly vague date of “19631964” entitled Rail & Road in
Western Australia. The book was of
small page size (5.5 x 8.5 inches) on
glossy paper, of 56 pages plus covers.

It consisted of a mass of tourist
publicity and advertisements.
Interspersed in this – if you were
lucky enough to find them – were the
timetables of WAGR country trains
and buses, or at any rate, most of
them. Some railway lines were
missing (e.g. Meekatharra— not that
any tourist would want to go there).
There was no index to locations, nor
any indication of fares. This was
obviously aimed at the tourist market
and probably made available outside
of WA. However, the conventional
timetable also continued to be issued,
possibly annually. Gratuitous copies,
as well as copies priced at 1/- (10
cents from 1966) exist. The tourist
format Rail & Road in Western
Australia timetable continued to be
(Continued on page 11)
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issued until 1975.
The “1976 Edition” “Published
December 1975” (now with a subtitle
Westrail Official Timetable and
Passenger Services Guide) contained
tables 12 to 68 (Tables 1 – 11 being
suburban services and which now
appeared only in the WTT), The PTT
included many road services that not
been in previous issues. The PTT was
now a combination of the ten cent
timetable (last issued from June 1974)
and the earlier Rail and Road issues.
The tourist text and advertisements
appeared in the first half of the
booklet, and the timetables in the
second half, meaning the latter could
now be found more easily. There were
also now an index to places and a list
of fares. Further issues in this format
appeared in January 1977 and January
1978.
A publication dated January 1979
brought another change—the booklet
was now called W estrail Timetable
Passenger Services Guide. Some
tourist text and advertisements
remained, but it was now mainly a
conventional timetable for country
services. This style was repeated for
an issue dated January 1980, which
was the last full timetable book
published by the W.A. government
system.
From 1 July 1981 Westrail published
individual timetables for each country
line (or group of services in the case of
country buses). Separate folded
suburban timetable fliers had been
issued by WAGR/MTT and
Transperth for many years prior to
1981.
Thanks to David Whiteford for much
assistance with Western Australian
timetable information.
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“P” is for Picture (1)
David and Jennifer go to Fleetwood Mac

H

ELLO FROM PERTH...
I enjoyed Steven Haby’s
‘P’ is for ‘Picture’ in the
August The Times. I can
assure Steven that the era of the nighttime show specials is not over in
Perth, particularly with train services.
Attached is a scan of a Transperth
Event service email notice for the
Fleetwood Mac concert at the central
Perth RAC Arena on 9 and 11 August
2019. My wife and I attended the 9
August concert (wonderful!) and used
trains to get to and from Perth.
Although timetabled on the notices,
the extra trains are held for the crowds
should the end of the event be delayed.
While there are not many extra bus
services for concerts, extra buses are
usually scheduled for big sporting
events, Christmas pageants,
Skyshows, and other massive events in
Perth and even some suburbs.
David Whiteford
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“P” is for Picture (2)
Albert Isaacs

T

HE FOLLOWING IS A
follow-up to the article in the
August 2019 edition of The
Times, on public transport to movie
theatres under the heading “P” is for
Picture.

Attached are the tables for three
diverse services, both showing picture
trains. BUNINYONG AND ST.
ALBANS LINES: FROM
BRADSHAW’S GUIDE TO
VICTORIA, JANUARY 1898:
The Buninyong line was, for some
years, Ballarat’s only purely suburban
line being just 8 miles (12.87 km)
long. The 11.00 pm train from Ballarat
on Saturday nights was obviously
designed to take people home after the
theatres had concluded, and the 11.35
pm Up service is only a balancing
service. One would imagine that
theatre patrons would have used either
the 5.54 or 7.15 pm “Ups” to get them
to the theatres.
The January 1898 edition of
Bradshaw’s Guide to Victoria is
interesting in its own right. From the
first edition of Bradshaw’s in May
1856 and up to the December 1897
edition, this compiled timetable was
published by Wilson, Mackinnon and
Fairfax, but the January 1898 edition
was the first to be compiled by Bill
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Stillwell; at this stage using his
company name, Stillwell and
Stephens. Bill Stillwell died in the
1950s, but his wife, Mollie, lived on
until the late 1970s. Mollie was a
pupil of my singing-teacher father,
and became a great friend of mine.
Anyone who has looked at the copies
of Bradshaw’s in the archive of the
Royal Historical Society of Victoria,
may have noticed that they are in
leather-bound volumes, each covering
a six month period. They are
complete for the life of Bradshaw’s
except that the January-June 1898
volume is missing. The reason for this
was that Bill Stillwell decided to keep
the first volumes of the various
magazines that he published and,
obviously, that included the JanuaryJune 1898 volume of Bradshaw’s.
Just before she died, Mollie Stillwell
discovered that I was a TT collector,
and very kindly donated her late
husband’s volume of Bradshaw’s to
me. (Hopefully, when I die, the
RHSV collections of Bradshaw’s will
finally become complete.)
On the page of Bradshaw’s Guide
that’s right opposite the Buningyong
table, is the table for the St. Albans
line. One of the nine Saturday
services is also a theatre train; that is,
the 11.50 pm Up, along with the
11.10 pm Down which forms the

theatre train. In this case, one would
expect picture-goers to get to their
cinemas on the 7.20 pm Up.
DAYBORO’ LINE: FROM
QUEESLAND RAILWAY’S
PUBLIC TT, 23rd MAY 1937:
The 6.45 pm train from Dayboro’
and Ferny Grove, again on
Saturdays only, would also have
been designed to get patrons to the
theatre and, obviously, the 11.10 pm
from Roma Street would have taken
them back home. Of course,
passengers on these trains would
also have used theatres close to
Central and Brunswick Street
stations.
The Dayboro’ extension of the
Ferny Grove line operated from
1920 to 1955.
One will note that there are 31
services to Ferny Grove; but that’s
not 31 trains per day – it’s 31 in a
week – 10 of which were extended
to Dayboro’! Compare that with the
present TT which has 69 suburban
trains each way per day on
weekdays.
Samford is shown on the table as
having a refreshment room, but
Samford was just one of about 12
stations that had the “R” symbol on
the actual tables of the 1937 PTT,
but was not shown on the list of
RRRs at the front of the book –
hmm!

13

14

The Times October 2019

The Times October 2019

15

