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Suburban or Country?
Letter from Albert Isaacs

V

ICTOR ISAACS’ ARTICLE

on VR PTTs 1875-1941 (The
Times, July 2019) was
fascinating and I can’t wait for the
next section.
In the middle column of page 12 is a
list of country lines that are only found
in the Suburban PTT, because they’re
extensions of suburban lines and, more
importantly, because they were part of
the VR Metropolitan Division. There’s
one such line that’s missing from the
list, and it’s arguably the most
interesting because trains to the
country destination took a different
route through the inner suburbs than
purely suburban trains. I talk of the
Thomastown/Whittlesea line.
After the direct line from Flinders
Street/Princes Bridge to Collingwood
(now Victoria Park) via Jolimont, was
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opened on 21st October 1901, all
suburban trains to Thomastown took
the new, shorter route. However, trains
to the terminus at Whittlesea
continued to operate via North Fitzroy
and Royal Park (that is, the Inner
Circle) until the line beyond Epping
was closed on 28th November 1959.
Suburban electrification was officially
opened to Epping, two days’ later on
30th November 1959. Whittlesea was
consecutively served by steam-hauled
trains, Petrol-Electric Rail Motors and
DERMs (Diesel-Electric Rail Motors).
Interestingly, my 28th April 1941
Suburban PTT lists all country
extensions on the front cover and
includes a couple of interesting places.
Upper Ferntree Gully is listed along
with Gembrook, presumably because
UFTG was the change of gauge station
from 5’ 3” (1600 mm) to 2’ 6” (762

mm), even though both services are
shown on the same table, along with
Cockatoo and Monbulk buses.
The cover list also refers to “Stony
Point & Cowes” (sic) even though the
Stony Point service is shown in the
main part of the TT, but the
connecting Stony Point-Cowes (Phillip
Island) steamer is at the back of the TT
in a section entitled: COMBINED
RAIL, ROAD, STEAMER
SERVICES – TIME TABLES FOR
THE THROUGH JOURNEY. Of
course, there are many other
connecting services in this section that
don’t get a guernsey on the cover list.
So there we are! I hope that this adds
to Victor’s original, interesting article.
[The photos below, from various
sources, are of the Whittlesea line just
before closure– and popped up on
Google Images using the phrase
“whittlesea derm -”Ed.]
Comment on this article – Letter to the
Editor, Facebook
Return to Contents Page
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Rail PTTs of Queensland
Victor Isaacs and article notes

T

IMETABLES WERE PUBLISHED

in the Queensland Government
Gazette from 1865 until 1889.
These timetables [sample at right]
were published when services changed
and when new sections of line opened.
As well, timetables were often
reprinted for no apparent reason,
probably to fill up space in the Gazette
and because they were already typeset
and available. Sometimes this had
funny results, for example, in the late
1870s the timetable for Sunday trains
on the Brisbane-Ipswich line was
republished every few weeks, but the
timetable for the more important
weekday trains did not appear for
years.

long, slow journeys across the inland
plains. Some of this information was
so strange as to be scarcely credible.
Looking at the 31 May 1936 PTT, I
pick at random page 158 giving
special rates for passengers visiting the
Muckadilla Baths (only upon
presentation of a certificate from the
originating Station Master), and on the
next page, “Persons travelling as
conveyors in charge of homing
pigeons.” My favourite items are the
details of rates for “Rowing boats,
accompanied by crews, carried (by day
trains only) on top of carriages”, and

the concession rates for birds returning
from egg-laying competitions (pages
211 and 212). I am not making these
up!
The QR had difficulty sticking to an
arrangement for the Country portion of
its PTT. It always started with the
Main Line (i.e. Brisbane to
Toowoomba and beyond). Sometimes
there would then be the branches from
this line, followed by the North Coast
line and its branches, then the Central
line and its branches, then the Great
Northern line and its branches, before

As well as the one-off timetables for
individual lines, the Government
Gazette reprinted the entire system as
Supplements at approximately
monthly intervals from 2 October
1884 until 5 June 1889, thus providing
an excellent source of information.
However, I have no information about
the ordinary QR Public timetables for
this period.
The first QR Public timetable I have
sighted is 9 May 1910 [page 5, upper
left]. This is 150 pages, 6 x 9.5 inches,
price one penny. The first 40 pages on
glossy paper are advertisements. The
remainder is on poor quality paper.
Full suburban and country timetable
and fares information are given of
course. The final 40 pages is given
over to copious detail of regulations
and rules concerning fares and parcels.
A nice fold-out map shows the
railways of the State, with an
enlargement of SE Queensland on the
other side.
The next QR PTT I have seen is 16
November 1924. Now, it has greatly
expanded, partially because the system
has grown. It is also bigger because
the fares and parcels regulations
section at the back is much bigger. It
was a standing joke for many years
that QR provided all this information
to provide something to keep
passengers from being bored during
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concluding with the isolated lines in
the Far North. But sometimes, all the
various mainlines would be grouped
together at the beginning, followed by
all the branches. There was change,
too, in how the very long North Coast
line was treated. Sometimes, each
section (e.g., Brisbane-Maryborough,
Maryborough-Rockhampton and so
on) would follow in sequence, and
then in reverse going south. At other
times each sequence northwards would
be followed by the same sequence
going southwards.

there were also occasional historical
notes, and from the following edition,
January 1979, some lists of
nomenclature of station names This
style of timetable lasted until the
edition of 29 June 1986.
The QR PTT of 31 July 1990 was a
special one-off production to mark the
125th anniversary of QR. It was

possibly the most interesting PTT ever
published in Australasia and certainly
the most attractive. As such, it
deserves an extended description. It is
56 glossy pages, plus covers, A4 size,
price a hefty $4.95. The front cover
illustration is of Queensland’s first
train in 1865 [our front cover]. Inside
front cover: freight train ad; p1
Commissioner’s Foreword; p2 Index;

From the edition of 2 November 1975,
QR went to a small page size, 15 x 23
cm, and glossy paper for its PTTs. The
format, however, was basically
similar. The strange collection of
regulations concerning parcels traffic
was still included, albeit much
reduced. There were now
advertisements to finance the
publication, and attractive pictures of
QR rail scenes, in particular on the
front cover.
From the next edition, 20 March 1977,
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Timetable of 9-May-1910

p3 diagrammatic map; pp4-5 “A brief
history of Queensland Railways”; pp69 historic photographs [our rear
cover]. These are superimposed on
reproductions of old PTTs,
unfortunately in such a way that the
old timetables are mainly unreadable,
but other evidence suggests that it is

6

some time between 27-Jul-1914 and
11-April 1917; p10 publicity about the
Queenslander, p11 publicity about the
Spirit of Capricorn; pp12-13
Queenslander Brisbane-Cairns
timetable, fares, facilities and
conditions; pp14-15 Sunlander
Brisbane-Cairns; pp16-17 Spirit of

Capricorn Brisbane-Rockhampton
daylight; pp18-19 Capricornian
Brisbane-Rockhampton overnight;
pp20-21 Westlander BrisbaneCunnamulla and Quilpie; pp22-23
Midlander Rockhampton-Winton;
pp24-25 Inlander Townsville-Mt Isa;
pp26-27 Dirranbandi Mail Brisbane-
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Timetable of 9-May-1910
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Timetable of 8 June 1941

7

8

The Times September 2019

The Times September 2019

9

Timetable of 8June 1941
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Dirranbandi and DirranbandiToowoomba “freight train with two
wooden carriages attached”; pp28-29
system map; p30 Gulflander
Normanton-Croydon; p31 CairnsKuranda; p32 Cairns-Forsayth
“Freight train with a wooden Economy
Class Sitting Car attached”; p33
Regional Rail Motors, ToowoombaRoma, Townsville-Bowen and
Townsville-Charters Towers; pp34-35
Conditions of seat and sleeping berth
reservations; pp36-37 Quick reference
summary timetable; p38 Sunshine Rail

Experience Rail Motor tour BrisbaneCairns; pp39-41 Brisbane-Sydney;
pp42-43 Sydney-Melbourne; p45
Overland Melbourne-Adelaide; pp4647 Indian Pacific Sydney-Perth; pp4849 Trans Australian Adelaide-Perth;
pp50-51 Melbourne-Canberra and
Sydney-Canberra; pp52-53 Ghan
Adelaide-Alice Springs; p54 By-laws
and points for rail users; p55 Principal
Officers and their locations and
Central Reservations; p56 ad for QR
passenger trains; inside back cover: ad
for the Queenslander.

Queensland Rail Travel currently
produces PDF timetables for
individual country trains and a PDF
timetable for all services is here. This
is currently the only complete system
timetable in Australasia. QR Citytrain
produces pamphlet timetables for each
line, but recently these have become
very hard to obtain in hard copy.
Comment on this article – Letter to the
Editor, Facebook
Return to Contents Page

From the timetable of 8 June 1941
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Every Stop the Same Time
James T Wells

H

AVE A LOOK AT THE
exhibit below. The bus
leaves the terminus at 9.10
am and then every other stop at the
same time, except the last one. Surely
not?

The timetable is for an “on demand”
service, in this case for the town of
Woodend, on the route (both railway
and road) to Castlemaine and Bendigo,
about 80 km from Melbourne. It’s
called FlexiRide.
The service information footnote
makes it clear that all the stops are
“request” and that a pick up requires a
phone call 10 minutes before the
advertised time. Why the first stop in

12

the shopping centre is marked with an
H is not clear. Do passengers really
need to ring to be transported from the
base of operations?
Surely a better way to present the
timetable would be simply to say that
buses will leave the shopping centre at
9:10, 9:55 etc. returning approx. 20
minutes later. Phone xxx for a
booking.
A list of pick up points needs to be
provided; the map really helps here.
One hopes that reasonable flexibility is
provided, e.g. picking up /dropping off
infirm passengers at their door when
this can be done without undue delay.

as a stop but it is fairly close to the
High St / Urquhart St stop. Again, one
hopes that passengers with luggage
can be dropped off at the station.
Google Maps show the on demand
buses with two stops either side of the
station, but both referring to the High
St / Urquhart St stop.
The reference to Woodend Shopping
Centre High St is not very precise.
High St is the main road through the
town and is quite wide. Google
indicates that the stop is on the
southbound side road near Nicholson
St. How many potential clients would
know of this information source, I
wonder?

The railway station is not mentioned
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The focus of these kinds of services
is to service a central area, such as a
shopping centre or transit hub. How
accommodating is the service, as an
example, for people travelling from
the southern part of town to the Bupa
Medical Centre in the eastern part?
First service is 9:10 am, last 4:25 pm
so only one shift is worked. What a
pity it doesn’t start earlier and finish
later to accommodate workers! The
gap between 2:25 pm and the last
service suggests that the bus might be
used for a school service. Indeed one
might suggest that many more
services could be offered given the
length of some of the layovers. Yes,
the driver does need a lunch break.
No information about fares is on the
PTV website. It’s a pity the website
doesn’t promote the service in an
enticing way, surely this could be
done. Dyson’s website links to the
PTV one for timetable info., as does
Macedon Ranges Shire Council’s.
An annoying feature of the place
listing in the timetable is the
inclusion of the word “Woodend” on
every line.
Woodend doesn’t seem to have a taxi
service based in town. Taxis are
based in the nearby towns of
Kyneton and Gisborne. Does Uber
exist in Woodend? [Yes—Editor]
Comment on this article – Letter to the
Editor, Facebook
Return to Contents Page
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Re-issue of Working and Public Timetables—a Forty-Year
Measure
% Change
history
Ben Lewis and Geoff Lambert

T

HE FOLLOWING TWO PAGES

are extracts from more than 70
NSWGR Weekly Notices
which gave information about the
reissue of various types of timetables
between 1919 and 1958.
Various errors and omissions occur in
Weekly Notices. Some years do NOT
include any detail regarding Reissue of
any Timetables. The Weekly Notices
for 1940 do not give any advice
regarding Working Timetables that
were issued to commence on 20th
October 1940.
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For most of the twentieth century we
can more or less say that the NSWGR
had a “Summer” timetable
(commencing in November) and a
“Winter” timetable (commencing in
May). In that period, traffic on the
systems grew by about 150%, with the
result that, in the later years, it took
two pages of the WN to detail all the
changes.
In that forty year period, pretty much
every passenger statistic about the
NSWGR went through the roof [Table
at right]. Little wonder, then, that
NSWGR needed more and bigger

Staff

52%

Miles Open
Staff
# Pass cars
Pass Train Miles
Metro Pass Journeys
Country Pass Journeys
Total Pass Journeys
Customer revenue

26%
52%
39%
116%
173%
60%
162%
647%

Public Timetables of every sort. The
statistics for goods traffic and WTTs
were even more startling. Little
wonder, either, that NSWGR felt it
had to be more prolix in setting out its
timetable wares.
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Comment on this article – Letter to the Editor,
Facebook
Return to Contents Page
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