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Travel through NSW on $2.50 per day 
Michael Vale  

O 
N THE MORNING OF 

SATURDAY 23 June 2018, I 

found myself and one other 

friend on the 08:30 Sydney-bound 

XPT travelling north from Melbourne 

to Cootamundra.  We then travelled to 

Bathurst, thence to Broken Hill on the 

Broken Hill Explorer. 

Being a Senior I could have travelled 

to Albury on a free Seniors voucher 

and waited at Albury briefly before 

joining the XPT, but I preferred to 

catch the XPT from Melbourne to 

Cootamundra. 

However, as a headline-grabber, I 

decided to say I went to Broken Hill 

for $5.00 because we actually travelled 

from Cootamundra to Bathurst on the 

Sunday for $2.50, thence Bathurst to 

Broken Hill on the ‘Broken Hill 

Explorer’ on the Monday, also for 

$2.50 and around 9 hours of rail 

travel...not bad I reckoned. 

We had 4 nights in a “quaint”…read 

“draughty”…miner’s cottage in 

Broken Hill. Because there is NO 

surface public transport from Broken 

Hill to Mildura, my 88 year old dad 

got the Fairlane out of mothballs and 

gave it a bit of a workout for a 600km 

round trip from Mildura and return. 

The following Saturday saw us on one 

of the V/Line services from Mildura to 

Swan Hill to connect with the UP 

Swan Hill train to Melbourne. 

The details 

On Saturday morning, we were on 

board the lightly-loaded XPT in Car B.  

At Albury, where the XPT was 5 

minutes late arriving, 55 passengers 

got on.  After Wagga and 

Cootamundra, where we alighted, the 

8 car train, including the two power 

cars, finally left fully booked. 

The track to Seymour, riding on the 

original standard gauge line, was quite 

good, however there was a marked 

deterioration after Seymour, which 

had the cars swaying in some parts of 

the journey.  Speed restrictions 

between Benalla and Wangaratta 

slowed us for a while and, around 

Barnawartha, the track was just as bad 

as 18 months ago when I last travelled 

on the XPT, with lots of bangs, dips 

and excessive yawing.  As previously, 

the staff were offering ‘at-seat’ 

refreshments in an attempt to minimise 

the numbers of elderly/infirm 

passengers making their way through 

the swaying and lurching sitters to the 

buffet car. 

North of Albury, the track improved 

considerably and the train sat on 160 

km/h for long stretches. However 

some of the curves taken at a slower 

speed were a bit jerky and I wouldn't 

have wanted to be on my feet when we 

hit one of them in particular. There 

were also some 90 km/h speed 

restrictions near The Rock. I always 

marvel at the 1940s built Bethungra 

Spiral and took delight in explaining 

the concept of a spiral to my friend 

Julie who hadn't been north of Albury 

by train before. 

The weather north of Seymour, and 

apart from Murray River-induced fog 

at Albury, was beautiful...sunny with 

slight clouds. 

Cootamundra overnight was icy and 

frosty, but a sunny day, which led me 

to think about the $40.00 we paid to 

stay in budget rooms in the Central 

Hotel. The rooms were very primitive 

compared to more modern hotel 

rooms. However my outspoken friend 

Julie asked the management for more 

blankets to top up the threadbare two 

which made up the bed in her room. 

We ended up laden with blankets and 

eventually the cold, cave-like solid 

concrete and plaster walls absorbed 

some of the heat from the split system 

air conditioner. Eventually the room 

warmed up a bit—but not before I had 

a double scotch to knock me out. It 

was obvious the rooms had not been 

heated for quite some time and they 

were easily only about 2°C having 

absorbed weeks of Southern 

Highlands frosts!  The meals at the 

Central Hotel were very good though. 

Before departing Cootamundra and its 

beautifully restored station we spent 

some time at the Cootamundra 

Heritage Museum, formerly the 

railway barracks, which was well 

worth an hour or more visit. We then 

ambled to the adjacent station and I 

checked the automated train arrival 

thingy which was more accurate than 

the announcements by the station staff. 

The XPT arrived a few minutes early. 

We were then joined by another friend 

Michael Vale and his companion travellers at Broken Hill 
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who had travelled to Sale the day 

before on the ‘Skyrail to Sale’ trip. He 

had used his free pass to Albury on the 

07:05 Albury Express and then 

purchased a $2.50 Seniors fare at 

Albury which got him to Cootamundra 

then on the coach to Bathurst with 

us… not bad for 7 hours travel. 

The coach left Cootamundra 15 

minutes later at 15:55, with 10 

passengers on board and followed a 

circuitous route to Bathurst via Young, 

Canowindra, Orange and finally 

arrived at Bathurst at 18:55. I later 

thought that a journey through these 

parts in early Spring would be a 

delight with all the cherry blossoms 

around Young. 

We had travelled to Bathurst on the 

coach to maximise our rail travel for 

the next day, i.e. Bathurst to Broken 

Hill instead of Orange to Broken 

Hill—an alternative option from 

Cootamundra. 

If we thought Cootamundra was cold, 

we hadn’t felt anything yet. At 

Bathurst, after finishing our meals at 

the nearby pub at 10pm the ice was 

well settled on to the cars and a lazy 

breeze made the walk back to the 

modern and well-heated hotel 

absolutely freezing. 

Next morning (Monday) we left our 

warm, very modern budget 

accommodation and walked the two 

blocks to Bathurst station and at 09:30 

the frost on car roofs was starting to 

melt where the sun shone on it, but 

where the sun wasn’t shining, the 

frosty water was re-freezing down the 

sides of the vehicles like stalactites. 

A quick Weatherzone check at that 

time had the temperature still on -1°C. 

With our next day’s $2.50 tickets in 

hand we waited…not long. The 

‘Broken Hill Explorer’ arrived early 

for a 09:47 departure and tended to 

keep ahead of the schedule all day 

which allowed the passengers a few 

minutes to stretch legs on the 

platforms of the larger towns. 

Between Bathurst and Parkes the track 

is particularly winding and there are 

several horseshoe curves. I believe 

John Holland has some jurisdiction 

over the track here and the track riding 

qualities,  compared to Victoria’s 

Northeast, are excellent. The Explorer 

train was travelling between 130 & 

140 km/h for literally hours on end. 

So, compared to Victoria’s Northeast, 

the track from Bathurst to Broken Hill 

has a FAR superior ride, and it's no 

wonder, if rumoured, that John 

Holland didn't want to take on that 

mess to clean it up. 

So far…frosty nights notwithstanding, 

the weather had been sunny and clear. 

However, on Monday, the expected 

temperatures of Bathurst and Broken 

Hill were the same at 12°C, and the 

following day Broken Hill was only 

expecting a top temp of 10°C. So we 

really were in the dead of winter.  

As we travelled along, I had wanted to 

see the junction at Roto with the line 

that heads south through Hillston and 

beyond.  However a mistimed red 

wine had me napping through there … 

DAMN! 

Last light after sunset on the journey 

was 18:00 EST just before Menindee. 

We only crossed two freights between 

Bathurst and Broken Hill, but around 

dusk according to the driver we sent a 

few roos and a goat to their maker. 

I highly recommend travelling 

Economy class on the three car 

Explorer if travelling to Broken Hill. 

First Class, which occupies the buffet 

car, was full. The second carriage we 

were in was half full, and the third car 

was virtually empty. 

We stayed at the 'Hill' in a furnished 

former miner’s cottage for $100 a 

night for 4 nights, which worked out 

to be very economical at just over 

$100 each for our stay. 

On the train was a cocky (farmer for 

those not used to Aussie vernacular) 

who manages a property at Tibooburra 

and another at Oberon. He told me he 

used to drive between the two 

locations, around 2,000 km each way. 

However, now that he is over age 60, 

he drives to Broken Hill, stores his 

vehicle and travels each way, around 

900 km for $2.50 … now that's 

assisting him in many ways by making 

for a safer journey for the farmer, and 

it helps NSW TrainLink through his 

buffet car food purchases during the 

journey etc. 

Interesting though that he told me that 

he only use2 the train, because the 

coach on other days of the week takes 

literally HOURS longer. 

Sulphide St Museum 

http://www.australiaforeveryone.com.au/broken-hill/images/Broken-Hill-Railway-Museum.jpg
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The following day, the weather in 

Broken Hill could only be described as 

freezing with a maximum of only 7°C, 

and June’s previous lowest ever 

maximum for Broken Hill was 

shattered spectacularly. 

Because we had hired a car we ended 

up going to Silverton via the very 

interesting Lucky Strike mine which I 

believe is the only mine still 

conducting underground tours… the 

Broken Hill mine tours long having 

ceased. With its typically Australian 

backdrop of saltbush and bare natural 

rock covered hills, it was great to sit 

on the veranda in the winter sunshine 

of the old Lucky Strike office and sip 

on a cuppa with scones, jam and 

cream. 

We had lunch at the quaint Silverton 

pub and visited some of the less tacky 

attractions of the town and we walked 

along the old perway of the long 

closed tramway for a while and picked 

up a few artefacts. 

The following day we went to 

Menindee Lakes, about 110 km away, 

which for the most part are very low in 

their water capacity, which is a 

concern for the 30,000 residents of 

Broken Hill. 

Whilst staying in town we watched an 

east-bound Indian Pacific arrive one 

evening and it waited in the platform 

whilst around 150 ‘guests’ alighted 

and caught buses to a nearby hotel for 

a performance and dinner of a 

recreation of Priscilla, Queen of the 

Desert, then around 90 minutes later 

Public Timetables that Michael used for his trip 
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they were back on their train and gone. 

The next morning we spent a few 

hours at the Silverton Tramway 

Museum which also houses the retired 

Silver City Comet [see picture of this 

train in its heyday, below]. It’s hoped 

one day a wealthy benefactor will 

come along after learning of the 

significance of the trains and will 

stump up the cash to restore it and get 

it operating again… 

I wonder if anyone remembers the 

time the ‘Comet came to Melbourne? 

Later that same morning, Mr. Vale snr 

rolled up in the Fairlane and we 

adjourned for Devonshire tea at the 

lookout at Broken Earth, the top of the 

enormous dirt heap in the centre of 

town. 

We set off around midday for the 3+ 

hour drive to Mildura and whilst we 

were driving south, adjacent to the 

highway, was the construction of the 

water pipeline from the Murray River 

to Broken Hill which will guarantee 

domestic water supply whilst 

simultaneously legitimising the theft 

of water in the Upper Darling river by 

the cotton growers to enable them to 

maximise their profits. The pipe is 

around 38cm in diameter. 

I found it a long drive, even with the 

road construction speed limits, and I 

started to get weary and was glad 

when Wentworth finally approached. 

After showing my friends the sights of 

Wentworth … the Junction of the 

Murray and the Darling rivers and the 

Fergie tractor memorial, we travelled 

over to Victoria and visited the buffers 

at the end of the line at Yelta and had a 

look at the sleepers on that section of 

recently converted to standard gauge 

track of the Murray Basin project. 

Though the screws are in abundance 

where the rail was moved in and, apart 

from one glaringly obvious rotten 

sleeper, it all looked in good shape.  

Screws resembling coach bolts were 

used throughout the conversion as they 

were easier on the old sleepers than 

using dog-spikes. 

Of interest to some may be the $135 

cost @$1.70 per litre for 98 Octane 

fuel to run the V8 Fairlane 600 km, 

compared to approx. $400 each on the 

Rex flight. 

Next day, we were on the 10:00 bus 

from Mildura to Swan Hill and I was 

keeping my fingers crossed there 

would be a train to Melbourne, 

because there had been some 

cancellations on the Swan Hill line 

recently.  The bus left Mildura around 

75% full and another 15 “on” at 

Robinvale had the bus almost full. The 

sun coming through the clean 

windows was lovely and I dozed and 

read my way to Swan Hill. 

Swan Hill was reached on time and we 

had a train instead of a bus, which is a 

bit of a lottery these days.  But the 

train and its windows were putrid to 

the point of being almost opaque with 

dirt, and it goes to show my letter of 

12 months earlier to Minister Allan 

regards the dirty condition of the train 

has largely fallen on deaf ears. V/Line 

is selling a product in its service to/

from Swan Hill and it’s a very bad 

look to see the cars presented in such a 

poor condition. 

Being in the ACN car directly behind 

the N Class loco the passengers in this 

car, and no doubt the rest of the train, 

were treated to the very rough stops 

and starts at each station, with the 

couplers’ crashing sounds as they 

tightened up and loosened every time 

there was a stop. It was so bad I spoke 

to the driver and his pupil at the end of 

the journey at Southern Cross and told 

them it was one of the roughest rides 

I’ve ever encountered from Swan Hill 

… I don’t think they comprehended 

my concerns. 

Apart from that, it was an uneventful 

trip from Swan Hill, but it's amazing 

the number of passengers the 

conductor kicked out of First-Class 

south of Eaglehawk. They were 

travelling on myki's and weren't 

prepared to spend the $8 for the 

change of class. 

So, ended my 2018 round trip to 

Broken Hill. 

 
Comment on this article – Letter to the 

Editor, Facebook,  Return to Contents Page  

The Silver City Comet approaches Derriwong  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_City_Comet
mailto:thetimes@timetable.org.au
mailto:thetimes@timetable.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianTimetableAssociation/
https://farm2.staticflickr.com/1472/26426735491_7dc7e7d535_b.jpg
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T 
HIS ARTICLE IS ABOUT a 

strange service that operated 

on trunk routes out of Sydney 

around 1984. 

The timetable below is from the Ansett 

Airlines System Timetable of Mar 4, 

1984. “Ansett?”, you ask. Yes, Ansett 

was the great private enterprise 

domestic airline that competed with 

the government airline (TAA, 

Australian, Qantas) from the 1950s 

until 2001. Ansett did have 

international operations towards the 

end. Qantas became a public company 

in 1995. 

The original Ansett Airlines was 

founded in the 1930s as a direct 

response to Victorian Government 

protection of the railways. Mr. Reg 

Ansett attempted to provide a road 

coach service from Hamilton to 

Melbourne. When told he couldn’t, he 

founded an airline. 

Much later, he was famous for flying 

by helicopter each day from his home 

in Mt Eliza to the city for work. 

Thankfully, most of the flight was 

over water; otherwise he would have 

been quite unpopular. 

In the 1984 Sydney Melbourne 

timetable, there were two flights a day 

that look quite oddball – WX867 at 

7:50am and WX865 at 5:25pm. They 

were shown as taking over two and a 

half hours, compared to the Boeing 

time of one and a quarter hours. 

Furthermore, there was an 

intermediate stop and the aircraft was 

a small noisy turboprop called an F27 

(Fokker Friendship). 

“WX” was the code for Air New 

South Wales, once called Butler Air 

Transport, and which provided 

regional services out of Sydney. This 

airline was wholly owned by the same 

holding company that owned Ansett. 

The background to this is that the very 

heavy regulation of the trunk airline 

system by the Commonwealth 

Government started to be relaxed 

about 1980. This followed 

international trends. The government 

regulated routes, fares, aircraft type, 

meals etc. They didn’t regulate 

timetables but the airlines adopted 

parallel scheduling which kept the 

government happy but perhaps not the 

passengers. 

A classic of the government’s heavy-

handed approach was the insistence 

that Ansett and TAA should take 

delivery of their first Douglas DC9’s 

on the same day in about 1965. 

Also providing regional services in 

NSW was East-West Airlines. It 

wasn’t a competitor to Air New South 

Wales, because different airports were 

served. For example, on the North 

Coast, Air New South Wales served 

Coffs Harbour and Casino. East West 

served Taree, Port Macquarie, 

Kempsey and Grafton. 

Slow Flight to Melbourne 
James T Wells  

http://www.timetableimages.com/ttimages/wx.htm
http://www.timetableimages.com/ttimages/wx.htm
http://www.timetableimages.com/ttimages/an2.htm
http://www.timetableimages.com/ttimages/wx.htm
http://www.timetableimages.com/ttimages/wx.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two_Airlines_Policy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two_Airlines_Policy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East-West_Airlines_(Australia)
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East-West reached the conclusion that 

they could legally offer interstate 

services from Sydney, provided the 

aircraft stopped at an airport in NSW 

en route. The key was cheapness; a 

low fare would attract passengers who 

otherwise would travel by road coach 

or rail, or not at all. 

I travelled to Melbourne on an East-

West service about this time. The 

intermediate stop was at Albury; the 

aircraft landed, taxied to the terminal 

area, turned around and taxied straight 

out again to the runway for take off. I 

wonder if they could have done a 

touch and go, but almost certainly this 

would not have been allowed with 

passengers on board. 

Wikipedia: In June 1983 East-West 

sold return tickets between Sydney 

and Melbourne via Albury, a journey 

which took about two hours 45 

minutes. The fare ($120) was about 

half of the standard fare of $248 for 

direct flights by the duopoly carriers 

whose flight times were one hour 15 

minutes.  

$248 for a standard fare translates to 

about $800 in today’s terms.  How 

things have changed! 

I do not know where Air New South 

Wales stopped en route. Albury would 

have provided the most direct service, 

but it was not an airport served by Air 

NSW. Perhaps they went via Wagga? 

Both Air New South Wales and East 

West also operated stopping services 

to Brisbane.  

In the Ansett timetable of March 1984, 

East West is also shown as serving 

Hobart; I do not know whether this 

stopped en route. 

The intermediate stopping F27 flights 

did not last long. The major airlines 

responded with fare initiatives that 

included Standby fares and eventually 

full yield management as we have it 

today. 

As an aside, the one hour 15 minute 

time Sydney to Melbourne for jets in 

1984 is much shorter than today’s one 

hour 30 or 35 minute offerings. 

Reasons for this include Sydney’s 

third runway (“We have a lot of 

driving to do”), extra allowance for air 

traffic delays, and slower planes. Comment on this article – Letter to the Editor, Facebook,  Return to Contents Page  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East-West_Airlines_(Australia)
http://www.timetableimages.com/ttimages/ew.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yield_management
mailto:thetimes@timetable.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianTimetableAssociation/
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T 
HIS SERIES OF ARTICLES (in 

some 15 parts between now 

and mid-2020), is about the 

publication history of Railway Public 

Timetables in Australasia and their 

appearance, rather than about the train 

services provided.  

Introduction 

Since The Times first appeared in 

September 1983, there have been 

many articles about Australian 

Railway Public Timetables. This series 

is an attempt to bring these together 

and provide an overview. However, 

there are significant reservations, 

because there are so many gaps in 

what we know, especially from the 

early years. This arises, of course, 

from the ephemeral nature of Railway 

Public Timetables. Very few are 

retained when superseded by new 

editions. Indeed, very few are in our 

major public research libraries. There 

are some collections in the various 

archives maintained by the State 

Divisions of the Australian Railway 

Historical Society and/or in the various 

State Archives. However, I did not 

make a continent-wide trip to view 

these when preparing this series of 

articles. Some sections of this series 

are taken from earlier articles by me in 

long past issues of The Times. 

Most state-based Archives or Public 

Record Offices, including National 

Archives of Australia, have some 

holdings of public timetables from the 

earliest known, up to the era of the 

1990s rail reforms. In most cases, 

there are on-line and paper indexes to 

these holdings. Some of these 

collections were inherited from the 

railway administrations [see tentative 

list on this page]. In The Times of 

February 2017, Geoff Lambert 

surveyed the opening-day timetables 

of most Australian railway systems. 

Checklists of Public Timetables of 

New South Wales were published in 

The Times (August 1998, by Victor 

Isaacs), Victoria (February 1999, by 

Graeme Cleak and Graham Duffin) 

and Queensland (November 1998, by 

Graham Duffin) – all accessible at 

https://www.timetable.org.au/

times2.html. Several more checklists 

for most other Australasian Railways 

were published by, or codified by, 

Geoff Lambert in The Times from 

mid—1999 to April 2001, together 

with a listing of the then-known 

timetable archives (June 2000). All of 

these checklists have been 

incorporated in and added to an 

Australasia-wide checklist by Geoff 

Lambert in the ATA’s Historical 

Australian Timetables list. 

Hopefully, this series will engender 

correspondence to fill many of the 

gaps which I shall note. 

This series will concentrate on Public 

Timetables published by Railway 

administrations. I will also mention 

those issued by other publishers, e.g., 

in Government Gazettes, newspapers, 

Bradshaw’s Guide to Victoria, 

Walch’s Tasmanian Almanacs and 

others. 

I use imperial measurements until 

1974, then metric. I thank Geoff 

Lambert for his assistance with this 

introduction and other comments. 

New South Wales (1855-1905) 

When the first steam public railway 

from Sydney to Parramatta opened in 

1855 handbill timetables were 

published. Indeed, this was noted in 

the press of the day. NSW State 

Archives has a photocopy of the first 

handbill. New South Wales was one of 

those colonies which were so kind as 

to publish their Railway timetables in 

their Government Gazettes – thus 

making them available today on the 

internet and in major research 

libraries. In NSW’s case, this did not 

date from its first railway in 1855, but 

started the next year, from September 

1856. The practice continued until 

September 1888. A sample from 1864 

is shown on page 10. In later years, 

when the Railway system was quite 

large, these timetables were large and 

unwieldy. In the final years of 

publication they are usually large fold-

An Editorial survey of Railway Public Timetables of 
Australasia (Part 1– Introduction and NSW 1855-1905) 
Victor Isaacs  

First tentative list of timetable archives. Apart from NSW, there is no “one-stop shop” for these. The list will be progressively updated each 
month as the Editor comes to grips with it. In the digital versions of The Times, these will be hidden hyperlinks. When searching indexes of 
holdings in libraries or archives, it may be necessary to try any or all of the following “exact terms”: timetable, time table, time-table and 
the plurals of each of those. 

System Holding Entity Date Range # TTs indexed   

CR/ANR National Archives of Australia all 25 URL 

NSW NSW State Archives 1855-1999 490 URL 

NSW Royal Australian Historical Society Unknown Unknown URL 

NZ Archives New Zealand  39 URL 

QLD Queensland Archives 1910-1970 approx 100? URL 

SAU Mortlock Library  92 URL 

TAS Tasmanian Archives Unknown Unknown URL 

VIC Public Records Office (PRO) 1882-1987 191 URL 

VIC State Library of Victoria  302 URL 

WAU  State Library of WA SLWA Not stated Not stated URL 

http://cdn.timetable.org.au/thetimes200702issue.pdf
http://cdn.timetable.org.au/thetimes200006issue.pdf
https://www.timetable.org.au/current.html
https://www.timetable.org.au/current.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bradshaw%27s_Guide_to_Victoria_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walch%27s_Tasmanian_Almanac
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ListingReports/ItemsListing.aspx
https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/series/15904
file:///E:/E_Wombat_Burrow/ATA/Publications/The%20Times/Recent/2019/1904%20423%20ATA%20The%20Times%20April%202019/PTTs%20Part%201/%20https:/www.rahs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Railway-records-RAHS-Webinar-22-April.pdf
https://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ItemAdvancedSearch.do
http://www.archivessearch.qld.gov.au/Search/ItemSearchResults.aspx?SeriesId=8125&SeriesTitle=Public%20Time%20Tables
http://www.catalog.slsa.sa.gov.au/search~S1?/c385+T583+b/c385+t583+b/-3,-1,0,E/2exact&FF=c385+t583+b&1,13,
file:///E:/E_Wombat_Burrow/ATA/Publications/The%20Times/Recent/2019/1904%20423%20ATA%20The%20Times%20April%202019/PTTs%20Part%201/There%20is%20really%20no%20single%20section%20of%20any%20site%20that%20contains%20a%20comprehensive%20list
http://access.prov.vic.gov.au/public/component/daPublicBaseContainer?component=daViewSeries&entityId=13292
http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/primo-explore/search?query=any,contains,victoria%20rail%20time%20table,OR&query=any,contains,victoria%20rail%20timetable,AND&tab=default_tab&search_scope=Everything&sortby=rank&vid=MAIN&mode=advanced&offset=0
http://encore.slwa.wa.gov.au/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3149356__Srail%20public%20timetables__Orightresult__X1;jsessionid=934B3821982B5C70C1C2375976A54245?lang=eng&suite=def


10 The Times  April 2019 

out documents. Manifestly, they are 

copies of the wall-sheet timetables 

posted up at stations. Their unwieldy 

nature by 1888 is probably why they 

were dropped from the Government 

Gazettes. NSW Government Gazettes 

have now been digitised and are 

available on the National Library of 

Australia’s magnificent Trove service.   

A privately published venture was 

Monthly Railway Guide Steamer and 

‘Bus Time Table, of which I have 

sighted a copy dated 1 May 1877. This 

is 34 pages, 4 x 5 inches, of railway 

and Sydney ferry and horse bus 

timetables. 

Between 1879 and 1882, the Sydney 

afternoon newspaper, The Echo, in its 

expanded Saturday edition, published 

railway timetables. These rotated 

around the various lines, so that over 

about three weeks, the whole NSW 

system was covered. 

In later years, before they ceased in 

1888, the Government Gazette 

timetables often said something like 

“For more information, see Book time

-tables”. Without a doubt, these would 

have been the main source of timetable 

information for travellers in this era. I 

have seen an incomplete photocopy of 

an edition dated 14 June 1883 entitled 

Government Railways Time Tables 

and Fares Great Southern, Western, 

Richmond and Northern Lines. This 

was 40 pages, 6.5 x 8 inches, of 

timetables, fares, connecting coaches, 

conditions of travel and a map. It is 

known that the NSW Public Timetable 

was published frequently from 1 

January 1889, but probably from an 

earlier date. From the early twentieth 

century, I have been able to sight 

almost every NSW Public Timetable.  

The edition of 7 May 1905 comprises 

210 pages, 4.5 x 5.5 inches [our pages 

11-15]. The front cover is an attractive 

montage of scenic views accessible by 

train. This cover was used for many 

years. There is a fold-out map. On one 

side the NSW Railway system is 

shown, and on the other railways of 

Australia. In subsequent editions, 

however, Australia was replaced by a 

railway and tramway map of Sydney. 

The book contained timetables, 

advertisements (mainly travel related), 

fares (from both Sydney and 

Newcastle), conditions of travel, 

connecting coaches and, strangely, 

much information about parcels and 

goods consignments. The timetables 

are arranged in this order: Southern 

mainline and branches, Northern 

mainline and branches, Western 

mainline and branches, Suburban. 

Winter and Summer editions were 

published each year in May and 

Fig. 1 NSW  Government Gazette May 1864 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/gazette?q=
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October respectively. In either 1906 or 

1907, the order of the timetables was 

changed, so that Sydney Suburban 

came first, which seems sensible as 

there would have been more users of 

these lines. 

 … To be continued …  

 

Comment on this article – Letter to the Editor, Facebook,  Return to Contents Page  

mailto:thetimes@timetable.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianTimetableAssociation/


12 The Times  April 2019 

 



The Times   April 2019 13  



14 The Times  April 2019 



The Times   April 2019 15  

Cowra 
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