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¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭ-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ IŀǾǊŜ-ǘƻ-5ŜƴǾŜǊ ōǳǎ ǝƳŜ-
ǘŀōƭŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜτŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ 
.ėÙĂÕÁĂ ²éķġÙΣ aÁėÏĥě 5ĥķļÙĂÕΣ Ϩ Wìā {ìĂÏûÁìėΦ 

T 
HEY SAY COMMUTING gives 

you plenty of time to readé but 

perhaps youôre not reading The 

Times! A grand total of one, repeat one, 

entry was received for last issueôs trans-

American timetable challenge, and sad-

ly that lone entry was incorrect on all 3 

of the questions. 

But in lieu of any other,  let alone any 

correct answers, I hereby declare Dean 

Ogle of Custer, Washington state, USA 

the winner! Congratulations Dean, and 

shame on the rest of you.  

For the benefit of all, the correct an-

swers, and explanations of how to get 

them are below. 

Q1. How many of these [states] do 

you go through?  

Answer: c) 3.  

We leave Havre at 7 a.m., heading to 

Miles City, where we arrive at 12:11 

p.m., then at 1 oôclock ï having wait-

ed for the next bus; all buses leave at 

the top of the hour ï we head to Rapid 

City (in South Dakota the state that 

has Pierre in it), arriving at 4:41 p.m., 

then at 5 oôclock we leave Rapid City 

and ride through the northwest corner 

of Nebraska (the state that has Lincoln 

in it) on our way to Cheyenne (in Wy-

oming, the state that has Cheyenne in 

it, obviously), arriving at 9:51 p.m., 

then at 10 oôclock we continue to Den-

ver, arriving at 11:31 p.m.: Having 

travelled the quickest we could with 

only 3 transfers, our total travel time is 

16 hours 31 minutes. We do not go 

through the state (North Dakota) 

which has Bismarck in it. 

Q2. Do you see Clementine?  

Answer: a) yes. 

Clementine leaves Denver at noon and 

arrives at Estes Park at 1:42 p.m 

[right] ., then at 2 oôclock she heads 

through Rocky Mtn. Natôl Park to 

Rawlins, arriving at 5:56 p.m., then 

at 7 oôclock ï she has to lay over for 1 

hour 4 minutes; the minimum trans-

fer time is 5 minutes, so she couldnôt 

catch the 6 oôclock bus ï she heads for 

Cheyenne, arriving at 9:05 p.m., 

where we arrive at 9:51 p.m., happy to 

see Clementine, whoôs patiently 

waiting for her 10 oôclock bus to go 

see her Aunt Rachel in North Platte. 

[Clementine heads from North Platte 

to Rapid City and then to Williston, 

finally arriving at Havre at 6:54 tomor-

row evening.] 

Q3. Do you go through Bismarck, 

Casper, or Idaho Falls? 

Answer: b) no. 

Avoiding Rocky Mtn Natôl Park, 

North Platte, and Cheyenne, Rapid 

City, and Miles City (the bus stations 

that we went through yesterday), we 

can do it with only 5 transfers: at 

Craig, Salt Lake City [or Rawlins], 

Twin Falls, Missoula, and West 

Glacier. [Our travel time isnôt rele-

vant; it happens to be 29 hours 42 

minutes: we arrive after noon on the 

day after Clementine has arrived. We 

could have done it quicker through 

Casper, but without Cheyenne or 

North Platte weôd have needed 6 trans-

fers; Bismarck or Idaho Falls would 

have required 6 transfers as well.] 

For your interest, the percentage of 

people giving each possible answer in 

the actual 2017 Massacre were 

(correct answers in bold underline): 

Q1: a) 4%,  b) 7%,  c) 85%,  d) 4%. 

Q2: a) 49%,  b) 51%. 

Q3: a) 40%,  b) 60%. 
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I  
N THE LATE 1940S 
my late father spent a couple of 

weeks travelling by train around 

Queensland. I was too young at the 

time for him to tell me about it, but we 

do have a diary note that he found the 

trains insufferably s-l-o-w. 

Many trains in the steam era were very 

slow, particularly if they were 

ómixedô; i.e. conveyed goods vehicles 

as well as passenger cars, and most 

definitely so if they shunted at way-

side stations to put out or attach goods 

vehicles. 

A NSW example that comes to mind is 

the North Coast Mail (NCM) which 

ran from Sydney to Murwillumbah, 

close to the Queensland border. Over-

night mail trains were then still the 

prime means of service for areas be-

yond about 500 km from Sydney. 

In 1946 this train left Sydney at 8:03 

pm and arrived Murwillumbah 24 hr 7 

min later. So, except around Christ-

mas, one would leave in the dark and 

arrive in the dark if going the whole 

way. 

Below is a summary of its running 

drawn from the 1946 Public Time Ta-

ble amplified by data in the 1949 

Working TimeTable (WTT). 

The stopping times are understated 

because there may have been addition-

al stops for single line crossings. 

In 1949 the NCM ran later because it 

was preceded by the South Grafton 

Mail. Of interest is that the crosses 

with the Brisbane Expresses ï No 2 

and No 4 were on the basis that the 

expresses went ñinto the holeò, i.e. the 

loop, to allow the NCM to use the 

platform road if required. It is interest-

ing that the crosses were scheduled for 

minor stations where no passenger 

business was scheduled.  

In 1946 the most interesting cross was 

at Kempsey. The NCM was scheduled 

to arrive at 6:48 am but the Up 

Kempsey day train left at 6.40 am, 

only eight minutes earlier. How could 

this be, when the nearest crossing sta-

tion south of Kempsey was over twen-

ty minutes away? The answer would 

be that the day train would push back 

past the down end points and then 

enter number two road to await the 

arrival of the NCM. Typically it would 

eventually leave about 6.55 am if the 

NCM was on time, but there would 

have been sufficient recovery time in 

its schedule to allow for the delayed 

start. 

A feature of the timetable was the 

need for extended stopsðnot shown in 

the public timetableðfor locomotive 

purposes, primarily for tender water 

refilling. Stations that might have had 

this activity include Nambucca, 

Urunga and the long-gone Clearfield, 

between Grafton and Casino. 

What is clear from the table is that 

stops were a major factor in the overall 

slow speed of the train. Indeed, if the 

train stopped at all the conditional 

stops the stop count amounts to a neat 

one hundred. Between Kempsey and 

Murwillumbah, the average distance 

between mandatory stops was 12km. It 

is likely that many of the mandatory 

stops were so scheduled for depart-

mental reasons, e.g. to deliver docu-

ments to station officers rather than for 

passenger or parcel business. 

The section to Broadmeadow is along 

the main northern line which was dou-

ble track. Stops were Strathfield, 

Hornsby and Gosford (10 minutes). 

No extended stop is shown for Broad-

meadow- yet it is almost certain that 

an engine change would have occurred 

there; 8 minutes has been assumed. 

The train was then ñexpressò to 

Kempsey, because this section was 

served by the following Kempsey 

Mail. This train, however, only ran on 

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Sun-

day nights which meant that major 

stations such as Wauchope (for Port 

Macquarie) got no overnight service 

on the non-Kempsey Mail nights. But 

wait é see more below. 

Yet there were many stops for the 

NCM. Quite quaint by todayôs circum-

stances were stops at Waratah and East 

Maitland, as well as Maitland, then 

known as West Maitland. 

All the stops following to Mt George, 

the last station before Wingham, were 

marked ñfò meaning ñstops regularly 

to pick up but does not set downò. The 

more distant ones had ñpò which 

meant: ñStops to pick up passengers 

for Kempsey and beyond and to set 

down sleeping berth passengers éò 

The sleeping berth passengers could 

only book on the day of travel for 

these stations, which would have been 

very limiting. 

Note that all were mandatory stops; 

even at such minor stations as Mount 

George and Langley Vale but I suspect 

that, in practice, the station officer 

would have waved the train through if 

¢ǿŜƴǘȅ ŦƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴ 
WÁāÙě ¢ ²Ùûûě 
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there were no passengers to be picked 

up. Extended stops were scheduled for 

West Maitland, Dungog, Gloucester 

and Taree. 

The time of 1 hr 3 min shown in the 

table for stops in this section includes 

27 minutes at Kempsey which would 

have been for breakfast. The only re-

freshment service on mail trains was 

the wake up service of a cup of tea for 

sleeping berth passengers provided by 

the conductor. Twenty-seven minutes 

really was not a long time for a meal 

stop; one was probably lucky to get 10 

minutes at a table to eat the meal. Take

-aways were unheard of then, but the 

service would have been very well-

organised and fast. 

From Kempsey the train stopped eve-

rywhere- but with many of the stops 

being ñif requiredò. Morning tea was 

served at Coffs Harbour (15 min), 

lunch at South Grafton (25 min) and 

afternoon tea at Casino (15 min).  

Shown on pages 8 and 9 are the time-

tables for the Casino-Murwillumbah 

branch section. Of interest is the ser-

vice to the Ballina branch which 

closed in 1949. It is amazing how long 

some of these passenger-unfriendly 

services persisted in Australia, espe-

cially in Queensland. 

Also of interest is the connection off 

the Brisbane Express for Lismore. 

Booking restrictions applied on the 

Express ï 14 days in advance for Lis-

more. 

Note the extended stops of 22 minutes 

at Lismore and 15 at Bryon Bay; at 

least the latter had a refreshment room. 

As stated, one reason for the train be-

ing so slow is the number of stops, 

both mandatory and conditional.  Be-

yond Casino the ratio of the latter to 

the former was much higher than for 

Kempsey to Casino, probably because 

the Lismore to Murwillumbah section 

had a stopping all stations train earlier 

in the day. The Northern Rivers area 

was/is highly populated by Australian 

rural standards, but nevertheless hav-

ing 34 intermediate stations on the 

branch seems excessive.  This amounts 

to an average distance between sta-

tions of only 3.7 km. 

There were quite a few óstationsô not 

served by any passenger train: Cur-

rawee past Leycester, Halpinôs after 

St. Helena, Hendersonôs after Yelgun , 

and Farthingôs Banana Platform and 

DeVilleôs after Upper Burringbar. 

The NCM made only two mandatory 

stops that look strange today. These 

were at Bungabbee and Booyong, both 

because they were crossing (staff) 

stations. The latter was not the junc-

tion for the branch to Ballina; this was 

at Booyong Junction to the west.  

There is nothing at all at Bungabbee 

today. 

By 1949, the connection off the Bris-

bane Express had been extended to 

Murwillumbah, so the branch had ex-

ceptional passenger train service by 

Australian branch line standards. De-

partures from Lismore were at 7.11 am 

(Casino at 5.53 am as a mixed train), 

1.51 pm, and 5.48 pm; a good spread. 

The spread was not quite so good out 

of Murwillumbah for the return trip: 

6.55 am, 12:05 pm and 4:05 pm. 

In 1946, the return journey of the 

NCM took even longer than the for-

ward journey. Departure from Murwil-

lumbah was at 6.10 am for a 7.00 am 

arrival in Sydney. Breakfast was at 

Byron Bay (?), morning tea at Casino, 

lunch at Grafton, afternoon tea at 

Coffs Harbour and dinner at Kempsey. 

This journey was nearly the longest 

trip by time in NSW from Sydney 

either in a single train or by connec-

tion. Broken Hill at 1,124 km was the 

most distant station but the journey 

only took about 22 hours because the 

diesel ñSilver City Cometò was quite 

fast across the plains. It was a day 

service with a mail train connection at 

Parkes. The 1946 timetable did not 

feature a slow overnight service to/

from Broken Hill. 

What about Inverell you ask? This 

station, at 819 km from Sydney, was 

not so far as Murwillumbah, but the 

mail train journey, three days a week, 

took 21 hr 33 min. On three other days 

the train was a mixed from Moree and 

the overall time stretched to 25 hr 28 

min, with an average speed from Mo-

ree of about 20 kmh. No ñxò for 

change of trains is shown at Moree; 

perhaps that was a mistake. 

The NCM was famous for going into 

Newcastle for dinner. It left Sydney at 

3.15pm, all other overnight services 

left after 7 pm apart from the Brisbane 

Express via Wallan-garra (1.15 pm). 

The Newcastle diversion, which re-

quired a train reversal, did not occur in 

the opposite direction. 

The timetable is quite silent on the 

availability of sleeping cars on mail 

trains. I presume that they all had them 

but it is most unlikely that the NCMôs 

car or cars went north of Kempsey. 

My thanks to Geoff Lambert for provi-

sion of WTT data. 
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¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ƻŀǎǘ [ƛƴŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ b{² bƻǊǘƘ /ƻŀǎǘ ƭƛƴŜ Ǌǳƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
aŀƛǘƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ .ǊƛǎōŀƴŜ ς ŀōƻǳǘ улл ƪƳΦ 
²ƘŜƴ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀǊƎǳŀōƭȅ ƛǘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƴƻ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ 
ǘƻ ƛƴƭŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ DƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
/ŀǎƛƴƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŀǊŜŜ ǘƻ 
DǊŀƊƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘǿŜƴǝŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿŜƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōȅ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ 
ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎΦ 

¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ƻŀǎǘ {ǘŜŀƳ bŀǾƛƎŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳπ
Ǉŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LƭƭŀǿŀǊǊŀ {ǘŜƳ bŀǾƛƎŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ǳƴǝƭ 
ǘƘŜ мфнлǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŎƻŀǎǘΦ 
¢ƘŜȅ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ƻŀǎǘ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǘǊŀƛƴ ƻƴ ǎǇŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǘǿƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ƭƛƴŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ¢{{ ²ƻƭƭƻƴƎōŀǊ ǎǘŜŀƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ǘƻ 
.ȅǊƻƴ .ŀȅ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƭ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ Ǉŀǎπ
ǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǘǊŀŶŎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ŀƊŜǊ tŜŀǊƭ IŀǊōƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ǘƻǊǇŜŘƻŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎπ
ƻƴŘ ²ƻƭƭƻƴƎōŀǊ ƛƴ мфпо ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ !ƊŜǊ мфпр ōƻǘƘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƴƻǊπ
Ƴƻǳǎ ǿŀǊǝƳŜ ƭƻǎǎŜǎΣ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ǎƘƛǇǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜǧŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŶŎƛŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘǊǳŎƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŎŜŀǎŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ƛƴ мфрп ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƛƴ мфрсΣ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀϥǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ƳŀǊƛǝƳŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴǎΦ {ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦƎƻǾΦŀǳκƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜκŀƘŎκǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎκƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ-ŀ-

ƴŀǝƻƴκŎƘŀǇǘŜǊнІŎƻŀǎǘŀƭ-ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ 

hƴŜ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƛƳŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǿŀȅǎΩ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴΣ ŀǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƴǎ 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ bǳƭƭŀǊōƻǊΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǝƳŜΦ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜπ
ǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƴŀǾƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘΦ 

.ǳƛƭǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎτōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΦ wƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŎŀǊ ŘƛŜǎŜƭ ǘƻ 5ǳƴƎƻƎ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ 
ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ŀƊŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IǳƴǘŜǊ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǾŀǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎǳǇŜǊ Ŧŀǎǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ 
.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǾŀǘǳǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳƛƭŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΦ .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ DƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀǊŜŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ Ŏƻƴπ
ǝƴǳŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎǳǊǾŜǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƻŦ оллƳ ǊŀŘƛǳǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǎ ǎƘŀǊǇ ŀǎ нплƳΣ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŜŘ ǘƻ рл ǘƻ 
сл ƪƳƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ ƛǎ Ƙƛƭƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦŜǿŜǊ 
ŎǳǊǾŜǎΣ ōǳǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ ƻŦ ǝƎƘǘ ǊŀŘƛǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǧƭŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ǎǇŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

DǊŀŘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ b{² wŀƛƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
ŘǳǇƭƛŎŀǝƴƎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƊŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŘŜǾƛŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŜŀǎŜ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ м ƛƴ трΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊǳƭƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŘŜ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ƛǎ м ƛƴ ул ōƻǘƘ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ DǊŀƊƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ м ƛƴ рл ōŜȅƻƴŘΦ  

¢ǊŀŶŎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƘŜŀǾȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊΦ {ŀŦŜ-ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ōȅ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ǎǘŀũ όǘƻƪŜƴύ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǝƻƴǎΤ ƛƴ мфпфΣ рм ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀƛǘƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ /ŀǎƛƴƻΦ tǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ŀƭƭ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǎǘŀũŜŘ нп ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀ ŘŀȅΣ т Řŀȅǎ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΦ {ǘŀŶƴƎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜΤ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ .ǳƭƭƛŀŎ ōŜπ
ǘǿŜŜƴ DƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀǊŜŜ Σ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ нл ƪƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ΨƭƻŎŀƭƛǘȅΩΦ 

bƻǿŀŘŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭƛǎŜŘ ¢ǊŀŶŎ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ  ŀƴŘ ŦŜǿŜǊ ōǳǘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƭƻƻǇǎΣ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ό·t¢ύ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ YŜƳǇǎŜȅ Řŀƛƭȅ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŀƳŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴΦ aǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ǘƻ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǾŜǊǘ ǘƻ 
LƴƭŀƴŘ wŀƛƭ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƎŜǘǎ ōǳƛƭǘΦ LǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ς .ǊƛǎōŀƴŜ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǘŜŘΦ 
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R 
ECENTLY, I RECEIVED FROM 
Busways a copy of the Routes 

67 and 68 timetables, cover-

ing Gosford to Terrigal, North Avoca 

and Wamberal, effective 19 February 

2017. Terrigal is a popular and scenic 

seaside community on the Central 

Coast of New South Wales and is 

served by Busways route 67 Gosford 

to Terrigal and North Avoca and route 

68 Gosford to Terrigal and Wamberal. 

The North Avoca terminus is located 

at Elgata Av & North Avoca Pde with 

some trips extending to Bradleys Rd & 

Scenic Hwy. These routes provide 

train connections to Sydney and New-

castle, at Gosford, and serve the large 

Erina Fair shopping complex. 

 

Daytime service on each route is hour-

ly providing a half-hourly service to 

Terrigal and approximately half-

hourly in peak periods, providing a 

fifteen minute service to Terrigal. 

Hourly evening services from Gosford 

operate Monday to Thursdays until 

10.40pm, Fridays until 11.17pm, Sat-

urdays until 12.20am and Sundays 

until 9.50pm. Most evening services 

operate as 67 Gosford-Terrigal. How-

ever, the 6.40pm, 7.14pm and 8.40pm 

Monday to Friday trips from Gosford 

and the 7.45pm Saturday and Sunday 

trips operate as 68 and detour to cover 

Brunswick Rd, Hastings Rd, Aspen 

Av normally served by 67, Willough-

by Rd and Windsor Rd (see map pro-

vided). All inbound evening trips op-

erate as 68 Terrigal-Gosford via Ter-

rigal Drive. Also as shown on the map, 

some early outward trips and late in-

bound trips miss the Kings Av diver-

sion. 

 

Included with this article is page 7 of 

the Busways timetable Monday to 

Friday timetable, available in print or 

on their website. The 6.28am and 

8.20am trips from Gosford operate to 

Terrigal via Charles Kay Dr 

(annotated ñCò) with the 6.28am trip 

operating via Scenic Highway, omit-

ting Bradleys Rd & Lakeshore Dr 

(annotated ñJò) as shown on the map. 

These trips depart Bradleys Rd, North 

Avoca at 6.44am and 8.49am respec-

tively. The 7.05 am, 7.45am (school 

days) 7.55 am (school holiday) 68 

services operate to Wamberal  

via Brunswick Rd, Hastings Rd, As-

pen Av, Willoughby Rd & Windsor 

Rd (annotated ñAò) to commence in-

ward trips from Wamberal at 7.29, 

8.22 and 8.28 respectively. From 8.50, 

67 and 68 settle into a nice rhythm 

operating half-hourly to Terrigal and 

hourly to North Avoca and Wamberal. 

The 2.20pm service from Gosford 

does a school days diversion from 

Routes 67 and 68 ï Gosford to Terrigal 
by Hilaire Fraser 
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Terrigal Dr via Havenview and Junc-

tion Rd (annotated ñVò). The 2.50pm 

service from Gosford extends to Wam-

beral in school holidays, evidently 

continuing from Terrigal as a school 

service on school days and the 3.27 

service from Gosford extends to Brad-

leys Rd, North Avoca on school days. 

 

Also included in this booklet is the 67 

timetable from 10 April 2017 to 23 

April 2017 (school holidays) obtained 

from www.transportnsw.info. 

Curiously 67 and 68 are produced as 

separate timetables so the customer 

needs to search for two timetables to 

get  Terrigal trips. Notice the page 

provided does not include 11.19am 

and 12.19pm trips, these are in a sepa-

rate pane for Gosford to Gosford and 

inbound trips so once again the cus-

tomer needs to do two searches. The 

68 www.transportnsw.info timetable is 

laid out in the same way, so the cus-

tomer has to search two timetables and 

four panes to find all Terrigal trips. 

 

Covering two routes, the 67 and 68 

timetable still provides interest for 

the timetable analyst. The full time-

table is more useful than the frag-

mented timetables found on 

www.transportnsw.info. 

Comment on this article ïLetter to Edi-

tor, Facebook 

Return to Contents Page 
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