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On the front cover
These days, it’s hard to find any type of printed timetables for airlines; our sister publication in the US, The First
Edition, regularly reports upon airlines that have decided to do away with them. One airline resisting the trend—at
least at the start of 2005—was United. The cover of their 2005 International timetable appears here, ironically
downloaded as a PDF version from the airline’s web site.
The September issue of Trains magazine arrived in my letter box on the day of the London bombings. Its
editorial reported on an incident in the US where police arrested a rail-fan photographer, telling him
that new anti-terrorism legislation had over-ruled the U.S. Constitution and banned such activities. On
the Saturday following the bombings, Australia’s newspapers were full of stories forecasting a major
clamp-down on transport security. You may well find that hanging around a bus depot to collect a timetable becomes an arrestable offence. Probably most affected will be our access to internal documents
such as Working Timetables. In the 1980s, public access to British WTTs was banned on the basis that
local Councils were acquiring them and using them to determine when to mount protests against trains
carrying nuclear waste flasks. Expect to see more of this in Australia in the coming months.
For those of you hanging out for the final (Australian) installment of Timetable Revolution, originally
promised for this issue– keep hanging. The task has proved bigger than I imagined and the goal posts
keep changing as well. It should be in the September issue.—Geoff Lambert
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Exploring Tasmania with Moore’s Guide in 1953
Part 1 Tram and Trolleybus
The mummified school-bag of JIM STOKES has yielded up a tattered remnant of Moore’s Guide, a privately produced timetable from Hobart.

I

NTRODUCTION

Moore’s Guide was a small
pocketbook timetable published
by the Hobart printing firm of J
Walch and Sons. Walch also published the annual Tasmanian Almanac (known as the Red Book),
which included full train timetables until 1951 and in some years
also municipal tram and bus timetables. Moore’s Guide was originally Moore’s Monthly Guide, but
by the time I started using it in the
early 1950s publication was less
frequent. It finally ceased publication in the mid 1970s (my last issue is September 1976), by which
time passenger trains had virtually
disappeared and bus services were
dominated by the Metropolitan
Transport Trust (MTT), which published the first edition of its own
Hobart timetable in January 1978.
Moore’s Guide published train,
tram, trolleybus and bus timetables for southern Tasmania, covering government, municipal and
private operators. It also included
longer distance train and bus services from Hobart to other parts of
the state. It did not generally include urban and regional services
in the northern half of the state
and the West Coast. Moore’s managed to cram a lot of information
into a small space, but by modern
standards it was not very user
friendly. It listed departure times
from termini, but was not very informative about intermediate times
and stopping points. It did not include route maps, although it did
publish fares and sections for all
Hobart Municipal Tramways (HMT,
from 1955 MTT) services. In those
days however the great majority of
travellers were people who used the
same route day after day. They had
the additional resource of the large
scale Hobart street atlas published
by the Lands Department from
1948 onwards. The atlas showed
(and distinguished between) tram,
trolleybus and motor bus routes,
including individual stop locations
and numbers.

The (?) December 1953
Moore’s Guide
The guide reproduced here is the
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oldest survivor of a number of editions of Moore’s that I used between 1950 and 1958 to navigate
my way by HMT/MTT bus and
tram from home in Fern Tree to
school in New Town. Like most of
them it shed its front cover fairly
quickly, thereby removing the
month and year of publication.

However with Ian Cooper’s help I
have managed to date the information as approximately December
1953, although the cover date
might have been early in 1954. It
comes after the sale of the HMT’s
Taroona bus service to AD Gray in
early September 1953, but precedes the introduction of the Tas-

3

track to Warwick St, apart from 2
sections where sharp curves and
narrow streets required single
track. In peak hours 2 cars were
provided on each scheduled service
and at times of very heavy traffic a
third car ran to Warwick St. The
West Hobart line crossed the Elizabeth St line on the level, but its
only connection to the rest of the
system was a single line in Park
and Lower Macquarie Sts.

HMT trolleybuses

man Limited services by the Tasmanian Government Railways
(TGR) on 5 April 1954. It includes
new timetables for Connolly’s
Swansea and East Coast Motor
Coy advertised in the Hobart Mercury of 5 December 1953, but it
does not include changes to Pioneer Road Services’ Huon Valley
buses advertised on 12 December
1953 or AD Gray’s Bellerive Ferry
feeder bus services to Warrane and
Howrah advertised on 30 January
1954.

HMT trams
The Macquarie St tram routes to
Cascades, Proctor’s Road
(Dynnyrne) and Sandy Bay had
been replaced by trolleybuses between 1942 and 1952. However the
heavily trafficked Elizabeth St
routes from the GPO northwards to
Lenah Valley, Moonah, Derwent
Park Jct, Springfield and Glenorchy were still intact. The last of the
old 4 wheel trams cut down from
double deckers in the late 1940s
had been taken out of regular use
after the Sandy Bay closure in December 1952 and services were run
by the 42 single deck bogie cars
built between 1928 and 1952. In
those distant days most people
used public transport regularly
and in peak hours trams were
packed to the bottom steps, with
adult and student passengers
hanging on by fingers and toes.

beyond the junction with the
Glenorchy line at Augusta Rd and
the second (Montagu St) and third
(Giblin St) loops could only accommodate a single bogie car. For this
reason a Giblin St service was provided half way between each Lenah
Valley service at peak hours, instead of the more usual Hobart
practice of duplicating each service
to the terminus. The Mercury of 25
May 1951 reported that 132 trams
left the GPO on the Elizabeth St
routes each weekday between 4.00
pm and 6.12 pm.
The West Hobart tram route commenced at the Railway and ran
along Liverpool St through the city
centre before making a tortuous
climb up one of the foothills of Mt
Wellington. It was mainly double

HMT trolleybus services commenced in 1935 with the Huon Rd
route, which followed the Cascades
tram route up Macquarie St as far
as Darcy St and then continued to
a terminus where the main road to
the Huon Valley left the built up
area and began a long climb over
the side of Mt Wellington. The
trolleybuses were extended to Cascades in 1942, although peak hour
tram working continued for several
years. The Proctors Rd tram route
was replaced in 1945, with a short
extension to a new terminus called
Dynnryne. The Cascades route was
extended to Strickland Avenue in
1948, mainly through bushland,
although most services continued
to terminate at the turning circle at
the Cascade Brewery.
Northwards from the city centre
trolleybuses were extended to New
Town Station and on to Cornelian
Bay cemetery in 1937. The New
Town route mainly followed the
tram route from the Railway to a
terminus at the corner of Letitia
and Ryde Sts known as North

The published timetables do not
fully reflect the frequency of peak
hour tram services. The 10-minute
services to Springfield and Glenorchy would each be run by 2 cars,
with a single car to Moonah Depot
or Derwent Park in between. The
Lenah Valley line was single track
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release BUTs for the conversion of the West Hobart tram
route to trolleybuses in February 1958.

Hobart. However heavy traffic from
Hobart High School and North
Hobart Oval kept the trams running until the end of 1950.
In December 1952 the major tram
route from the Town Hall to Sandy
Bay was taken over by trolleybuses
after reconstruction of much of the
roadway. An intermediate turning
circle was provided at Queenborough, adjacent to Wrest Point Hotel, the Sandy Bay football ground
and the former Lambert Ave intermediate tram terminus. However in
1953 all timetabled services ran
through to Sandy Bay.
In 1953 trolleybuses were Hobart’s
preferred transport and it was expected that they would gradually
replace the remaining trams. The
36 BUT trolleybuses which entered
service between 1950 and 1952
were arguably the finest public
service vehicles that Hobart has
ever seen. The 27 HMT-bodied Leylands built between 1935 and 1946
were rather more Spartan, but they
were mainly used on peak hour
services and some were stored. In
1956-58 most of the stored Leylands were either disposed of or
returned to peak hour service to
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Trolleybus services were almost as good as the trams.
Sandy Bay had a 7/8 minute
frequency on weekdays between 6.30 am and 7.30 pm.
Dynnryne, Huon Rd, Cascades and New Town generally had 5/10 minute peak frequencies and 10/20 minutes offpeak. Strickland Avenue and Cornelian Bay had much less frequent
services. There was extensive
through running between the New
Town and upper Macquarie St
routes, but Sandy Bay operated
separately.

HMT destination lights
HMT trams and trolleybuses carried combinations of coloured
lights to indicate their destination.
The trams had 2 fixed white lights
above the destination box on the
cab, with red and green lights on
brackets that could be moved
manually over the white lights as
required. The trolleybuses had
miniature 3 aspect traffic lights on
the roof with red, green and yellow
options worked from the
dashboard.
Destination information was not
one of the HMT’s stronger points.
Vehicles had only single line front
(and in the case of trams rear) destination rolls without route numbers. Until the early 1950s trams
and buses also carried removable
wooden destination boards in slots

adjacent to the door(s). The BUT
trolleybuses were built with side
destination rolls and the bogie
trams were fitted with them in the
early 1950s, but the Leyland
trolleybuses and older motor buses
retained the boards. Departure
time lists were displayed at termini, but there was no published
route map. Departure points were
scattered round the inner city, the
main ones being the GPO
(Elizabeth St trams), Town Hall
(Sandy Bay trolleybuses), Franklin
Square (western suburbs buses
and trolleybuses), Argyle St (New
Town trolleybuses and Mt Stuart
and Moonah buses) and the railway station (West Hobart trams).
To be continued.
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More famous timetable collectors
VICTOR ISAACS knows where the skeletons are
I know of the following famous collectors of railway timetables or related material:
King Frederick IX of Denmark
(near right), King 1947 to 1972,
father of the present Queen Margrethe, grandfather of the present
Crown Prince Frederick) was wellknown as a railway enthusiast. According to Queen Margrethe
on a recent SBS TV program, he
used to collect railway timetables
from all over, study them at great
length and construct imaginary
journeys. A steam locomotive was
recommissioned to haul the train
bearing his body following his funeral.

Letter

sampling local transport, but at
the very least obtaining a local
public transport map. US diplomatic staff usually knew to expect
this on his visits.

General Vernon Walters (far right)
was a senior diplomat and intelligence official under Presidents Eisenhower, Nixon and Reagan. This
involved a very great deal of world
travel. After his official business,
he would not leave a city before
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Through the carriage window
Once upon a time, train travel was such an adventures that operators
of long distance services provided their patrons with line-side guides,
so you understood what you saw out the window. Melbourne-Adelaide
did not normally rate because the trip was done at night– save for this
example, produced as a one-off for the Good Friday daylight service.
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Buses on the west side of Lindfield
This month, we deal with buses right outside JIM O’NEIL’S front door

L

indfield is on the North Shore
Line, two stations north of
Chatswood which was (and
is) my home base. The first timetable shown (below and next page)
was one of the first I ever picked
up, in 1955 - in this case, literally
off the ground at Chatswood where
somebody had dropped it. It doesn’t give a date of commencement or
tell you who runs the bus service
or what is the route number. I believe the route number was 221
and the proprietor was A.J. Wagg.
But I don’t think it was current
when I picked it up, because by

that date (as Robert Henderson
said in the January edition of The
Times), A.J. Wagg had sold the
Roseville section of the route 221
to another operator and it then
acquired the route number 124.
All the same, it is possible that
Wagg and Berglund were putting
out a common timetable, just as
Wagg continued to include the 124
in his timetable when it was owned
by R. Glass. If you look carefully at
the Roseville timetable, which
takes up as much space as the
Bradfield one, in spite of far fewer

services, by giving arrival as well as
departure time and leaving a lot of
white space, you will see that this
section can be operated by a single
bus and there are no obvious
points where buses change over to
and from the Bradfield run. The
Roseville service takes eighteen
minutes from departure to arrival.
It starts relatively late, at 7.35 a.m.
from Lindfield. The West Roseville
people don’t seem to have included
factory workers. It arrives at Roseville at 7.53, leaves again at 7.56,
arrives at Lindfield at 8.14, leaves
again at 8.16 and so on. In the offpeak the standing times are longer,
and between 11.56 a.m. and 1.00
p.m. the driver is taking his lunch
break at Lindfield (or did he go
back to Wagg’s depot on the Pacific
Highway north of Fidden’s Wharf
Road?) The bus then continues in
service until 6.35 p.m. at Lindfield.
There was no late evening or weekend service to Roseville.
The Roseville services are both
listed on the inside of the folded
timetable and are the same way
up. The Weekday service to Bradfield is on the outside, and printed
the other way up to the ads and
the identification of the service,
which is on the front when it’s fully
folded. (below, top page 13—the
Editor has swivelled the latter by
180 degrees) The Bradfield service
was much more frequent than the
Roseville one. Fifteen minutes are
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Page 12 and above: Route 221, A.J. Wagg proprietor, acquired in 1955 - no date, route number or proprietor’s name on the timetable. Need a cocker spaniel? Feel like chucking a pie
at a copper? Mr Wagg’s timetables told you where to get your supplies.
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Above & Below: Route 124, J.C.& R.J. Smith props. In force
early 1960s. Printed on pink cardboard, it was very generous
with white space– or is that “pink space”? The last bus retired
for the night as soon as the last passenger had done likewise.
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allowed when travelling loaded in
the peak hour and ten in the other
direction, before a bus starts back
from the other terminal. The first
bus leaves Bradfield at 5.45 a.m.,
departs Lindfield at 6.02 and is
back at Bradfield at 6.12. Meanwhile a second bus has started out
from Bradfield at 6.02, the same
time the first bus leaves Lindfield.
Bradfield Park (as they called it on
the desto, but not in this timetable)
was the site of a Migrant Hostel
and clearly there were quite a few
people working factory hours on
the Bradfield leg of the 221. The
8.55 from Bradfield is marked *
(from Moore Avenue) - some blocks
closer to Lindfield than the normal
terminal and there is no corresponding bus from Lindfield at
8.42. I presume that the kids from
the Migrant Hostel were supposed
to catch the 8.42 bus - or did they
walk to Moore Ave? The morning
services are on a rapid turn
around, with five buses an hour
between six and seven and again
between seven and eight. The second bus stops with a run from
Bradfield at 9.07 and the first appears to continue until 3.02 in the

The Times August 2005

afternoon, but I think the second
driver had an early lunch and took
over some time in the morning.
The Killara School Special at 3.00
p.m. from Highfield Road (Killara
P.S. is on the corner of the Highway and Highfield Road) is listed
after the 3.02 from Lindfield, but
the latter bus must have run five
minutes or so behind the School
Special. In the afternoon peak,
there are only four buses an hour
(against the five in the morning). A
second bus starts at Lindfield at
3.42 and apparently runs continuously until 11.42. I think it more
likely that the driver of the bus
which commenced at 3.00 from
Killara P.S. and finished with a run
from Bradfield at 6.43 (giving more
buses from Bradfield than to it between six and seven) took a dinner
break and then took over the evening service.
The Bradfield leg also has weekend
service. On Saturdays service
starts a little later, at 6.08 a.m.
from Bradfield, with one bus on
quite tight timing and a second
bus starting from Lindfield at 8.42
and running through the Saturday
morning shopping period. After
twelve o’clock only one bus is operating, but again with tight timing
between six and eight. Only one
bus, but presumably two drivers, is
required on Sundays and Holidays.
The last bus from Lindfield is at
11.42 p.m. on Weekdays and Sundays, and a minute earlier on Saturdays. But on Saturdays it also
does a run back from Bradfield at
11.53.

cardboard. There are fewer services
than on the first timetable, since
the route had been extended south
from at least R. Glass’ time. In
peak hours it was extended to
Findlay Avenue, just one block
south of Boundary Road and only
four south of Roseville station. I
think it went down Findlay Avenue
to turn at Alexander Pde, as it did
later, but even so the extension
wasn’t more than half a mile long.
During the off-peak and also just
before 5.00 p.m., the bus was extended to Chatswood Station. Inbound at 4.47, the bus gives
Findlay Avenue a miss, which supports the idea that that timing
point wasn’t on the Highway. Once
again there is an hour’s break for
lunch, but now between 1.4 p.m.

and 2.5. The last two buses from
Roseville run ‘To Last Passenger',
saving the bus from going all the
way to Lindfield. Note the proprietor’s ads for hiring his bus, at the
foot of the timetable and on the
back page. You can hire his bus at
weekends. He had the one bus, so
it wasn’t available for hire on weekdays.
The next timetable (below and on
page 16, top) was issued by Barnes
Coaches on 26th July 1967. J.D.
Barnes was based at 159 Burns
Bay Road, Lane Cove, the depot of
A.J. Hailes on the 224 Wynyard to
Northwood and Tambourine Bay.
Barnes took over a number of
lower north shore bus routes in the
mid-sixties, starting with the 224,
then adding A.J Wagg’s routes (54

This page and page 16 (top):Route 221. Barnes Coaches commenced 26th June 1967 with some amendments already made,
including dropping services to the new Macquarie University.

We may note the Testro Timetable,
produced in Melbourne, with more
pages of ads than of timetable.
Note the old two letter and four
number phone numbers - JA is
Chatswood and JM Lindfield.
Testro’s own phone number is a
Melbourne one, and it has a four
letter prefix - CENT for Central perhaps? Note also that the original
owner has changed the name of
‘The Roseville Taxi Truck Service'
to ‘Chatswood-Roseville'. Did he
use Taxi Trucks a lot? Or just
think he might need one sometime?
The next timetable (page 14) is also
undated, but gives the route number, 124 and the names of the proprietors. Since Smith took over
from Glass at the end of the fifties,
and letter prefixes for phone numbers disappeared in the midsixties, it must be dated in that
period. It is in fact printed on pink
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and 221) and going on to the 136
and the 124. This was his first
timetable on the 221 and I obtained a copy within the next year.
Already he had made changes. The
services to and from Macquarie
University which Wagg had commenced were soon dropped. The
8.22 bus from Moore Avenue to
Chatswood (over the route 54) was
also inherited from Wagg, though
he listed it only in the 54 timetables. Barnes moved it forward five
minutes to 8.17. Presumably the
8.10 from Lindfield now stopped at
Moore Avenue and did not go to
Manning and Beaumont Roads at
all. This terminus is the area identified as West Killara and, once
again Wagg had started the service
to it. The bus still ran past the old
Migrant Hostel, but this had now
been closed, and the National
Measurement Laboratory is located
on the site. There are no timings
for the old terminal, but it is the
area identified in the heading as
West Lindfield.
Three buses are required in the
morning peak, but only one in
shopping hours. Originally three
were also needed in the afternoon,
but with the cancellation of the
Macquarie services, two suffice.
There was no late evening service,
or on Sundays and Holidays. Turn
over the page and we find the Saturday service on the 221 and also
the timetable for the 54 from
Chatswood to Bradfield Park (the
old name was still in use from
Chatswood). There were many
more buses on the 54 to other terminals, but if you wanted them,
you got a 54 timetable, One bus
can operate the 221 on Saturdays,
but with very little recovery time
allowed. No doubt a driver change
was also required at some point.
After 1.30 the terminal changes
from West Killara and we find
Moore Avenue and Bradfield Road,
which is the same as the Bradfield
Park terminal on the 54. but north
of that of the 221. All Saturday
buses from Lindfield after 1.41 are
marked C and operate to Chatswood over the 54. But the timetable runs out of space for these
runs to be included in the 54 timetable. The two routes were combined to save a bus and a driver on

Left, p17 , map p18:East West
Bus Lines, Route 565 5th
April 1990 . The operator was
East West, but the publisher
was the Dept of Transport.
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buses arriving at 7.22 a.m., 3.27,
6.00 and 6.30 p.m. seem to leave
again within five minutes, but others went elsewhere for other services, mostly on the East side of
the Railway. Northbound from
Lindfield, the timetable still has
two columns for each side of the
railway line, but those buses starting on the East side have a black
arrow in the West Side column so
you can still see they connect with
the trains but don’t go to the wrong
side of the station to catch your
bus. Once again there is no evening service on this route, and Saturday service stops at 1.05 p.m.
The Findlay St timing point in
South Roseville is now identified as
being at the intersection with Alexander Parade.

Sunday afternoons, not to enable
people from Highfield Road and
that area to travel through to
Chatswood on the bus. There
seems to have been room to fit a
fifth column in the Saturday 221
timetable, but, for whatever reason, the Saturday afternoon times
from Chatswood aren’t shown.
The next timetable (page 16, bottom; above and right ,this page)
was published by the Department
of Government Transport on behalf
of East West Bus Lines, the most
recent proprietor at that time of the
old 221 and 124, now renumbered
the 565. The timetable booklet includes all East West’s routes, including the East side routes 556558, which I am not considering
here. Some buses arriving at
Chatswood, such as that at 8.03
a.m. go out again on the same
route, but more often they went
out to the other side of the railway
line. Macquarie University service
has been restored, but in shopping
rather than school hours, since the
Macquarie Centre shopping complex is also being served. The bus
does a circuit through the University and the shopping complex and
comes straight back, so if you want
to use it, you have to wait from
10.20 to 2.40, O.K. if you’re a student, but a bit of a wait at the
shops.

side of Lindfield Station (above &
below, but printed contiguously on
the one fold-out sheet). Buses going through to or from the south of
Lindfield stop on the West side (on
the Pacific Highway), while those
terminating at Lindfield use the
East side. Buses can’t turn around
on the Highway. A few buses do
turn around on the East Side, the

On the same date, the 5th April
1990, the Department of Transport
issued a shorter timetable for only
part of the route 565 (see EE).
Printed on two sides of a single
piece of paper (fitting into the same
space as the timetable booklet) and
without a map, it was issued for
students attending the Kuring-Gai
Campus of the University of Technology Sydney. It leaves out all
timing points north of Lindfield,
and all the buses which cover only
the northern part of the route. But
it includes the remainder. Those
buses which the main timetable
(Continued on page 20)

The timetable also has different
columns for the East and the West
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Top right, bottom: East West Bus Lines: Route 565 Service to UTS 5th April 1990. This
timetable was issued mainly for the benefit of students attending the University of Technology’s Kuring-gai campus.
18
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Shorelink; Route 565 29th March 1999. This timetable changes to the “read-down” format. Contractural obligations saw the restoration of previously-withdrawn services to the two university
campuses.
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(Continued from page 17)

shows as missing the UTS campus are included with
the note A. They set down, or pick up, at the corner of
Abingdon and Eton Roads. They don’t go the block further to the campus gates. A look at the map from the
timetable booklet shows this is a small diversion, but
one not worth making when few students are travelling,
in the morning before lectures start, or on Saturdays.
But it’s still worth telling those few there is a bus which
stops just a block further away.
My final timetable is from Shorelink, issued 29 March
1999 (our page 19). This timetable is in read down format, rather than read across. There are fewer buses in
the peak hours, but service to Macquarie University
and Centre has been increased and contractual obligations have seen late evening, Saturday afternoon and
Sunday service restored. No buses now run down
Findlay to Alexander, much less terminate there. Only
one bus from West Killara terminates at Lindfield in the
morning - the 7.08, while there are quite a few in the
evening - including after the peak hour. A second morning bus from West Killara terminates at the UTS, which
is also the terminating point for four buses in the evening, three running only from Lindfield. Even more
buses start northbound from UTS.
There are even buses terminating and starting at the
UTS on Saturdays and Sundays. But these are not to
provide service to the University. They allow a break
from 12.47 p.m. to 1.21 on Saturdays and from 11.27
a.m. to 12.21 p.m. on Sundays for the drivers’ crib
breaks. At first it looks as if there are more buses
northbound at the weekends than there are
southbound. But when we look at the southbound
timetable we see the buses run through from West Killara, while in the northbound timetable they
either start or finish at Lindfield. In fact the
buses divert to cover the Lindfield to East Killara service, with one bus doing a circuit every
two hours on Sunday and two of them providing an hourly service on Saturdays. East Lindfield is covered by Government bus services
and therefore there is no contractual requirement for Shorelink to service it as well on weekends. But the East side services from Lindfield
are a story for another time.

This page: The modern Route 565 timetable, from Shorelink’s web site, and the
‘on the buses’ crew at the depot
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