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W 
hen I first discovered the 
Harris Park Transport 
Co., running buses from 

Parramatta northwards to Epping 
and Pennant Hills, I was puzzled 
by the name, since Harris Park is 
one station south of Parramatta. 
Everything became clear once I 
discovered the depot (photo, page 
4) so I could ask for a timetable. 
They didn't run there, they were 
based there. 2a Ada Street was 
also the registered office for the 
Moorebank and the Hammondville 
Bus Companies, according to the 

notice at the depot, but I never saw 
a bus (or a timetable) for those ser-
vices at Ada St. 

From Parramatta to Pennant Hills 

A bus company that didn’t serve its namesake suburb piqued JIM 
O'NEIL’S interest. Tiptoeing quietly into the depot, he found the why 
and wherefore of this peculiar anomaly—and they gave him a 
threepeny timetable for free into the bargain. Photos by DEREK CHENG 

The first timetable discussed here 
(below and on pages  4, 5 and 6) 
was issued on Monday 29th Febru-
ary 1960. It was printed on white 
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cardboard, with two sheets of card-
board, folded in the middle and 
stapled to make eight pages. It cost 
3d., but they gave it to me for free 
(as usually happened in those 
days). Three different routes are 
included in the timetable, the 165 
to Epping (via Willoughby Street), 
the 101 to Pennant Hills and the 
90, from Carlingford (just before 
the 165 and 101 separate) to Ep-
ping via Carlingford Road (only two 
short blocks to the north of 
Willoughby St.) Except for the front 
cover, there is no indication of 
what services are on which route. 

The timetable is set out in para-
graph format, the more common 
way as late as 1960. Even though 
the three routes have common sec-
tions, they are set out completely 
separately. Buses depart Parramat-
ta to Epping at the top of the sec-

ond page; we must go to the sec-
ond paragraph on the fourth page 
for those to Pennant Hills. The two 
routes follow the same roads past 
Carlingford Station, but there is no 
paragraph for buses from Parra-
matta to Carlingford. You've just 
got to look at both the 165 and 
101. Why the 6.05 to Vista Street 
(part way to Carlingford) is listed 
under Pennant Hills rather than 
Epping is not clear to me, unless it 
is because there were fewer buses 
to Pennant Hills. 

There is a paragraph for buses 
back from Carlingford to Parramat-
ta, (second paragraph on the third 
page), as well as one for buses from 
Bettington Road and Pennant Hills 
Road, about half way back to Par-
ramatta - but not quite to Vista 
Street. There are paragraphs for 
buses from Parramatta to Prindle 

Street Dundas and back at the foot 
of the third page, even though all 
these buses are marked P in the 
Parramatta to Epping list, so a spe-
cial paragraph for buses to Prindle 
St. might seem unnecessary. 

The same distinction applies to the 
two routes from Carlingford to Ep-
ping, there is no combined list of 
times for buses departing Carling-
ford, though this would be helpful 
only for those catching the bus at 
the station or the first few blocks 
east before the routes separate and 
run a short distance apart. There 
are more services on the through 
route via Willoughby Street than 
on the short working along Car-
lingford Road. I've never known 
why two different routes so close 
together were actually needed. 

At the foot of the fifth page, the end 
of the Monday to Friday section we 

On pages 3, 4, 5 & 6, we show all services for the Harris Park Transport Co. Ltd., as issued in 
their 8-page timetable of Monday 29th February 1960. It would set you back threepence– but if 
you asked sweetly, they would give it away. 
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find the industrial buses. These 
have no connection with any of the 
three numbered routes, since they 
run to the Camellia industrial area. 
Those from the Lancer Barracks 
(why not Parramatta Station, 
where other  Harris Park buses 
started?) run at five times in the 
morning and once each in the early 
afternoon and the late evening. 
Some factory was clearly operating 
on three eight-hour shifts. The 
buses from Clyde ran only in the 
mornings and to specific factories. 
I would have thought they would 
have competed with the Sandown 
electric trains. There are no times 
given for return journeys, presum-
ably they ran shortly after knock-
off time, and anyone with a reason 
to catch them knew when that 
was. The Clyde buses had van-

ished from the next timetable I 
have (26th June 1961) but the 
Lancer's Barracks continued. I've 
no idea when they ceased operat-
ing. 

On Saturdays there is also a wide 
range of services operated, though 
not the Industrials or the buses to 
Prindle Street. We do find buses to 
Telopea  Station on Saturdays. 
Sundays have only service on the 
route 165, while Holidays, on the 
back page, also give service on  the 
route 101 and show a few extra 
timing points. 

My next timetable (on pages 7 and 
8) has no date of issue, no contact 
telephone number or even the op-
erator's name. I collected it in 
1981. It is on a single sheet of 

plain white paper and roneoed 
from a typewritten stencil. The 165 
and the 101 are on opposite pages. 
(You need another timetable alto-
gether if you want to catch the 90). 
Once again, there are more buses 
on the 165 than the 101. The ex-
planation of signs and the buses to 
and from Prindle Street are put on 
the same page as the 101, even 
though Prindle Street is a diversion 
of the 165, still marked P. Apart 
from the Prindle St paragraphs, the 
timetables are presented in read 
across format, by then the usual 
way of presenting a timetable.  

You still need to look at both 
routes to find out the next bus 
from Parramatta to Carlingford and 
now also if you're going the other 
way. Short workings to Vista St. 

Next two pages: This timetable has no date of issue, no contact telephone number nor even the 
operator's name. It is on a single sheet of plain white paper and roneoed from a typewritten 
stencil. It was collected in 1981 and,  twenty years newer,  has now changed from paragraph to 
tabular style. 



The Times  December 2004 7  



8 The Times  December 2004 



The Times  December 2004 9  

and buses to Telopea have van-
ished. The intervals at which buses 
leave on the two runs are not any-
thing like a clock face timetable. 
Sometimes there is a good interval 
between departures on the two 
routes, but not always. In the 
morning from Parramatta, there is 
a 6.40 to Epping, followed by a 
6.43 to Pennant Hills. At 7.32 bus-
es leave on both routes, but the 
165 gets to Carlingford two 
minutes before the 101. There is 
still no Sunday service on the 101, 
and Holiday service has vanished 

as well. 

My next timetable was issued on 
13th January 1992 (above, with 
the map page shown on our own 
cover). It is printed on good white 
paper in dark blue ink. The 101 is 
now completely separate from the 
165, since both timetables have a 
map on the reverse side. However, 
the two routes are now even more 
closely connected, since diversions 
via Prindle St can now be found on 
the 101, and on Saturdays as well. 
(They still continue on the 165 as 
well.) There is a more regular off-

peak departure from Parramatta at 
half past the hour, with a conse-
quent small reduction in the num-
ber of runs made. The last bus 
from Parramatta on Weekdays still 
runs about 6.30, while Saturday 
service now runs until 4.50 in the 
afternoon, instead of stopping at 
12.30. 

Diversions via Baker St continue, 
though at a lower frequency to al-
low for those via Prindle St, and we 
have a new diversion via Easton 
Street, with one bus each way: 
10.10 from Pennant Hills and 2.00 
back from Parramatta. This runs 
into the territory of the route 181 
Parramatta to Beecroft, now also 
operated by Harris Park, but at 
earlier times it wasn't Harris Park 
territory. 

The map shows us the route from 
Parramatta to Pennant Hills, with 
the three diversions marked with 
different types of broken lines. 
Vista Street is one block east of 
where the Prindle St buses turn 
south (the name can't be seen on 
the map). Carlingford Road, where 
the 165 and the 90 part company 
with the 101, two blocks on the 
right from where Pennant Hills 
Road turns north at Carlingford. 
Keen eyes may just make it out, 
but Epping Station is too far east to 
be included on this map. 

The final timetable (see page 10, 
downloaded as a PDF file from the 
Web) was issued on 19 March 
2001. We now have a read down 
format, and the new route number 
scheme has been applied - it is now 
the route 624. There are far fewer 
buses running. At first sight there 
seem to be more back from Pen-
nant Hills  than there are out-
bound. But this is because 627 
buses from Cherrybrook and 623 
buses from Kingsdene Estate are 
included inbound to Parramatta, 
but not outbound. Saturday service 
has been reduced to one every two 
hours, but we now have Sunday 
service. There is no Sunday service 
on the 625 to Carlingford, you have 
to look on the 624 Epping timeta-
ble for that. The three buses a day 
on Sundays run out from Parra-
matta on the 623 (formerly the 181) 
as far as Pennant Hills Rd and then 
turn north on the 625 to Pennant 
Hills, instead of east to Beecroft. 
Note that they are 623s north-
bound and 625s southbound in the 
timetable. 

Editor’s note: Harris Park 
Transport ceases operation this 
month. 

Into the nineties. The full week’s timetable on what is now a 
completely separated route 101 tcan be fitted onto a single side 
of paper.  It comes with a map and a plethora of information 
about food, guide dogs and congratulating the driver (cover). 
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Top: Harris Park Transport Group, Route 625, Parramatta - Pennant Hills, 19 March 2001 timetable- now 
present (and downloaded from) Harris Park’s website at http://www.harrisparkbus.com.au/. 
 
Bottom: Buses lurking in Harris Park Transport’s Ada St depot, the same place where Jim O’Neil had to 
lurk to collect his first timetable for the Pennant Hills service. 
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W 
hile searching on the Pic-
ture Australia website 
(www.pictureaustralia.org) 

website recently I came across a 
most unusual photograph of an 
interesting “timetable” – for a road. 

 The road from Springbrook to 
Mudgeeraba in the Gold Coast hin-
terlands when first built twisted 
and turned up the Wunburra 
range. Due to the nature of the 
terrain it was only possible to oper-
ate the road as a single lane. In 
order to facilitate the movement of 
traffic a timetable was devised 

which regulated the flow of traffic 
up and down the Wunburra Range. 

 The following image, sourced from 
the Gold Coast City Council Li-
brary’s “Picture Gold Coast” collec-
tion illustrates the sign as erected 
in 1928. If one worked in Spring-
brook and resided in Mudgeeraba 
then one had somewhat civilised 
hours between 0700 and 0900 to 
travel to Springbrook and return 
home again. 

 It would be interesting to note if 
there are other examples of such a 

sign regulating traffic anywhere 
else in Australia. 

[The Editor can’t help noticing the 
application of the words “Up” and 
“Down” to this timetable, terms 
normally applied to railway timeta-
bles and which usually have noth-
ing to do with the “Upness” or 
“Downness of the traffic. Not so 
here, however… “Up” really does 
mean “Up”. ?] 

Timetable for a road 

STEVEN HABY reports on an unusual timetable which he found while 
idly trawling the Internet. 

http://www.pictureaustralia.org/
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A 
s well as the officially pub-
lished railway timetables in 
Australia, there have from 

time to time been privately pub-
lished timetables.  These would 
make a fascinating study, if only 
we could now track them down.  
Unfortunately, their nature was 
ephemeral.  They usually concen-
trated on services in one city or -
area and, as far as we can now tell, 
did not last long. 

The notable exceptions are the 
long-lasting Walch’s Tasmanian 
Almanac (see the Times, no. 231, 
June 2003, and no. 232, July 
2003) and Bradshaw’s Guide to 
Victoria, which was published for 
86 years.  Bradshaw’s Guide is 
thus a major source of timetable 
information.  It was published 
monthly. 

The apparently random examples 
given in this article are from those 
issues available to me.  These are 
usually photocopies and it is hoped 
that the interest of the subject 
matter outweighs the poor quality 
of the reproductions. 

Bradshaw’s Railway and General 
Guide to Victoria was first pub-
lished in May 1856.  It appropriat-
ed the name of the famed British 
Bradshaw’s Railway Guide.  The 
first edition that I have available to 
study is July 1859 (cover, right).  
Of course, in 1859 there were not 
many railways in Victoria.  Railway 
information only occupied eight of 
the 124 pages.  The remainder of 
the Guide provided comprehensive 
detail of all manner of institutions 
in the very fast-growing Colony.  
Information is given about the Par-
liament, Government, Courts, Mu-
nicipal Councils, the Electric Tele-
graph, Banks, Insurance Compa-
nies, Churches, Masonic Lodges, 
Postal charges and arrangements, 
country localities and advertise-
ments.  The printing is of a high 
standard for the times.  The 1859 
Railways were Melbourne’s very 
embryonic system, the private Mel-
bourne and Hobson’s Bay Railway 
Co. and Melbourne and Suburban 
Railway Co.  There was also the 
Geelong and Melbourne Railway Co 
and just the beginnings of the Vic-
torian Railways, to Williamstown 
and Sunbury. 

As the Victorian Railways grew, the 
size of Bradshaw’s did not in-
crease.  Rather, information other 
than about Railways and Postal 
arrangements was dropped.  The 
other striking characteristic of 
Bradshaw’s Guide to Victoria over 
the years was that, contrary to 
what one would expect, the quality 
of the printing and layout did not 
improve - it deteriorated.  By the 
late nineteenth century, Brad-
shaw’s looked pretty bad. 

The next issue of Bradshaw’s avail-
able to me is 1863.  The VR now 
reaches the major gold towns of 
Sandhurst (Bendigo) and Ballarat. 

In 
the 1871 edition (top left, page 14) 
we see the VR’s timetable now that 
it has reached the Murray River 
port town of Echuca.  The layout is 
quite good. 

The 1877 edition’s timetable (top 
right, page 14) shows a number of 
VR branch lines.  These are 
squeezed into the mainline timeta-
bles. 

The 1890 example shows the lay-
out of Bradshaw’s basically as it 
remained until it ceased in 1942 
(bottom, page 14).  By now about 
70% of Bradshaw was Railway 
timetables, about 25% Postal ar-

Bradshaw’s Guide to Victoria– a brief history 

VICTOR ISAACS reveals a treasure trove from his basement. 

An early Bradshaw, No 39, issued in July 1859. There 
were almost no train timetables in it– because there were 
almost no trains. 
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rangements, and the balance a 
miscellaneous collection of some-
times odd information about Victo-
ria.  The arrangement of the Rail-
way timetables, unfortunately, is 
now messy.  Generally, mainlines 
appeared at the beginning.  Then 
logic disappears.  Branch lines ap-
peared in random order, with no 
regard to geography.  Country and 
suburban tables are mixed up.  
Sometimes the printing went right 
up to the edge of the page, with 
some cut off. 

The illustrations from the 1921 
edition (middle, page 15) show that 
the layout has ossified.  There were 
now nice maps of the Victorian 
country and metropolitan railways 
on a foldout sheet.  However, un-
fortunately, these are not up-to-
date. 

I am fortunate to possess originals 
of Bradshaw’s for 1940, 1941 and 
1942.  Hence, it is possible to pro-
vide a better study of its last years.  
The overwhelming impression now 
is of a poor, cheaply produced pub-
lication.  One of the first items in 
these editions is a list of Consuls 
accredited in Victoria.  This still 
listed Consuls for Germany, Japan, 
Austria, Czechoslovakia and other 
countries with which we had either 
been at war for a number of years 
or which had disappeared even 
earlier in the lead-up to war!  This 
gives a very poor impression.  In-
deed, one gets the idea that the 
publishers really didn’t care any 
more.  The arrangement of the 
timetables is even more higgledy-
piggledy than before.  They are in 
no particular order as to geography 
and country and suburban are still 

mixed up together.  Some subur-
ban lines have services on different 
days appearing in different parts of 
the book.  And, some Railway time-
tables are placed for no apparent 
reason well away from the rest of 
the Railway section, after the Post-
al information. 

Nevertheless, a study of the Rail-
way timetables over these three 
years shows that this section was, 
in fact, kept up-to-date.  The time-
tables show, in general, a decline 
in the standard of VR passenger 
service as war priorities took hold.  
The example I have chosen is the 
Swan Hill line.  We see a decrease 
from twelve passenger trains a 
week in 1940 (top left, p16) to nine 
in 1941 and six in 1942 (top right, 
p16).  The most notable example of 
passenger service cutback was the 
removal of country Sunday trains. 

In 1940 the Tramway summary 
timetables (page 15, bottom) still 
reflected the separate pre-1920 
suburban Tramway Trusts!  Sur-
prisingly, between 1940 and 1941, 
the publisher did take the trouble 
to redesign the Tramway summary 
timetables.  On the other hand, 
between 1941 and 1942, the Rail-
way country and metropolitan fold-
out maps disappeared.  Presuma-
bly this was a cost-saving measure. 

The non-Railway and non-Postal 
information that survived to this 
period was a very odd mixture: 
Lists of Federal and State Members 
of Parliament, Consuls in Victoria, 
Gardening notes (presumably recy-
cled each year), and Victorian 
Game hunting laws. 

The final Bradshaw’s Guide to Vic-
toria was published in August 
1942 (bottom, page 16).  In Decem-
ber 1941, the Victorian Railways 
had published their last public 
timetable - there was not another 
until 1954!  So, within nine 
months Victoria went from having 
two regular Railway public timeta-
bles to none. 

The August 1942 edition of Brad-
shaw’s Guide to Victoria was ex-
tensively covered and illustrated in 
the Times no. 59, of February 
1989, pages 12 to 20. 

What are we to make of Brad-
shaw’s?  Despite its disreputable 
and off-putting appearance it is a 
valuable source of historical time-
table information.  My impression 
is that the Railway information was 
kept up-to-date, even when the 
rest of the information was not.  
For the best information, it is of 

By 1863, the railways to Geelong and from Geelong to Ballaarat were 
open.  The Melbourne-Geelong line was an el cheapo colonial single 
line, but the Geelong-Ballaarat line was built to prevailing English 
standards and was double-tracked. 
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course preferable to go the official 
Victorian Railways timetables.  
But, Bradshaw’s is useful.  Firstly, 
its more frequent publication gave 

greater topicality.  Secondly, it is 
more widely available than VR 
timetables.  The State Library of 
Victoria has an almost complete 

run, and odd copies of Bradshaw’s 
Guide to Victoria are often in the 
collections of other major libraries 
nationwide. 
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Bradshaw in 1897 and 
1921 (above). 
 
Ghosts in the timetables. In 
1940, the separate Tram-
way Trusts in Melbourne 
had long been merged into 
the MMTB, but Bradshaw 
took little heed, presenting 
the timetables as though 
the Trusts still existed (left). 
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A double-pagesspread from the very last Bradshaw, showing Bradshaw’s usual geographical 
jumble of lines. Train travel was expensive in 1942 and it is little wonder that the VR was still 
making an operating profit. The first class return fare to Coleraine of 48 shillings and 8 pence 
translates to about $147 in today’s currency. In 2004 you can return First Class to Coleraine for 
only $80. Bradshaw’s Guide itself cost the equivalent of  $1.80 today when it first appeared. 

War-time impact. The war (“Is your journey really necessary?”) and coal shortages led to drastic 
reductions in the frequencies of Victorian country train serves. Here we see the Swan Hill line 
dipping from 12 to 6 trains per week, between 1940 (left) and 1942 (right). 


