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Go directly to Jail! 
Do not pass Go! 

Do not collect $200! 

Only in the land of mandatory sentencing could they have a 
birthday party for a jail. And only there would they advertise 
a train and bus service for the hordes of revellers who were 
expected to turn up to celebrate this joyous event. The adver-
tisement to the right was the first of a series that appeared in 
the classified columns of the West Australian, continuing a 
long history of newspaper advertising of timetables, that con-
tinued until late in 2000. The picture above shows the train 
carrying the celebrants emerging from the jail’s entrance 
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Quotable Quote 
 

Special Train Notices are produced by the thousands and read by the dozens. 
-From a recent aus.rail discussion topic on the production and role of STNs in New South Wales 

Editor bungles again 

In publishing John Williams letter in the May issue, in which he attempted to correct the editor’s misspelling of Llandrindod 
Wells, the editor got it wrong yet again. For the record, the spelling is as just given. Apologies to John and to all readers for the 
repeated infelicities. The editor has only just managed to get his tongue around the pronunciation of  Llanfairpwllgwyngyll-
gogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch… the spelling will have to come later. 
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P erth newspapers have for 
many years been one of 
the main avenues for pub-
lic transport information. 

Regular weekly notices and special 
advertisements have been inserted. 
This changed when the last weekly 
"Transperth Information" column 
appeared in The West Australian of 
3.8.2000. While special advertise-
ments continue (e.g. for Christmas 
Pageant, or major sporting event 
services), scheduled service 
changes and other information will 
only be available on the Transperth 
website (www.transperth.wa.qov.
au) or advertised on affected ser-
vices. 

Many years ago the WAGR/
Westrail had a weekly Railway In-
formation notice which was usually 
in the first 10 or so pages of The 
West' Suburban and country ser-
vice notices were published here. 
The Metropolitan Transport Trust 
introduced a similar weekly Subur-
ban bus, rail & ferry information 
notice in the mid 1970s. The for-
mer had disappeared by 1980 while 
the latter evolved into Transperth 
information following the introduc-
tion of the trading name in 1986. 
This weekly information box con-
tinued until the last appeared on 
21.01.1994. From the 27th, the in-
formation appeared in the Public 
Notices section of the classifieds 
under joint headings of Public 
transport and Transperth informa-
tion. As noted above, the last col-
umn appeared in The West Austra-
lian of 3.08.2000 ending at least 30 
years of regular newspaper subur-
ban transport notices. 

Public transport - public information. The changing 
scene in Perth. 
In Perth, you could often find your train timetable in the daily paper, a prac-
tice common everywhere 100 years ago, but which disappeared in most places 
well before the end of the twentieth century. DAVID WHITEFORD shows us 
some examples. 
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W hen I first discovered 
the private bus ser-
vices at Auburn in 
1961, I was amazed 

at their profusion. No fewer than five 
different routes, 1, 15, 16, 59 and 62 
ran north from the station, often 
within a block or two of one another. 
The route 15 even had two variants, 
each of which was closer to its near-
est neighbour than the other version 
of 15. 

Two of these routes were operated 
by W.H. Wilcox Pty Ltd, the 16 and 
the 62 (see Figs 1 and 2). These both 
proceeded directly north from the 
station along Northumberland Road. 
To judge from the timing points, you 
would think that they followed the 
same route, but in fact they both di-
verted from Silverwater Road at Ad-
derley St, the 16 going west to Mel-
ton St, the 62 east to Wetherill St. 
Neither of these timetables is dated, 
but I acquired them in 1961. 

Both routes had a basic half-hourly 
service, but the 16 served a larger 
area and had many additional ser-
vices, mostly to and from industries 
in North Auburn and Silverwater. 
Wilcox had two double deckers for 
some of these industrial services. 
Only one additional service was op-
erated in each peak hour on the 62. 
The 62 was able to operate on a 
regular headway, but some trips on 
the 16 extended to Newington Hos-
pital, which took more than half an 
hour to return to Auburn. Therefore 
the 16, while operating approxi-
mately every half hour, had a quite 
irregular timetable, as you can see. It 
also had evening services, not found 
on the 62. 

Two blocks to the east of Northum-

Buses to the north side of Auburn (1) 
More buses than you could poke a stick at. As a youthful visitor to the Lidcombe-
Auburn area in the mid-1950s, I thought the numbers and frequency of buses 
trundling around to be quite amazing. JIM O'NEIL thought so too, and here be-
gins a two-part story to describe some of these services. 

1. This is a Wilcox timetable for Route 16. It’s undated, but was 
current in 1961. Some of these services were essentially industrial 
and were run by double-deckers. 
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and 7.52 to Derby (both in 62 terri-
tory). There is only a return from 
Derby (the further north of the two 
streets) at 4.33. The variations of 
route, marked N. J. D and Y, all pass 
within a block or so of one another 
and the reason for the choice of one 
or other is unclear. Service via Noora 
was predominantly in the morning 
peak from Lidcombe, with some af-
ternoon service in both directions. 
Only two services, both early morn-
ing from Lidcombe, operated via D, 
Dewrang. Runs via John St direct 
occurred in both peak hours from 
Auburn, but also included half the 
evening services in both directions. 
Service via Yarram Street was the 
most common form of the route 59. 

I did not obtain a timetable of the 
services to Skarratt Street in the 
1960s, my earliest timetable is un-
dated, about 1980 and issued by R.
R., W.C & E.M. Spackman Pty Ltd, 
successors to Wilcox. The 15 had 
two variants, one along Macquarie 
Rd (only one block west of North-
umberland) the other along Kihilah 
Rd (a further four blocks west). The 
main service of the 1 ran north along 
Hampstead (two blocks west of Ki-
hilah), and some services followed 
Rawson St all the way to Parramatta 
Road (a long block west of Kihila). 
By the time of this timetable, (Fig 6 
on page 8), all services were num-
bered 1, but the old routes were all 
preserved. Morning peak services 
from Auburn all ran via Rawson, 
through an industrial area, and on to 
Skarratt St, where the oil refinery 
was located. But the matching ser-
vices in the evening peak were less 
numerous, so the morning services 
can't have been fully loaded with 
workers. The off peak services ran 
largely via Kihilah or Hampstead. I 
know of no reason why there were 
only two Mon-Fri services out of 
Auburn via Macquarie, but 8 in-
bound. 

This complexity was ripe for ration-
alisation, as can be seen from the 
timetable printed with U.T.A. assis-
tance on 15th December 1986, see 
the map (Fig 5 on page 8) and the 

berland, the 59 ran north on Dart-
brook Rd, then east on Parramatta 
Rd, south on John St (shared with 
government route 403), with most 
journeys moving back west a block 
at Dewrang St. On the map, this 
seems an unpromising area, but it 
included not only BGE, mentioned 

on the timetable, but also the Egg 
Board and other large employers. 

The timetable of the Lidcombe Bus 
Coy. for the 59, shown in Figs 3 
and 4, (page 7) is dated 15 Novem-
ber 1961. Two morning services 
from Lidcombe go north up 
Wetherill St, 7.20 to Carnarvon 

2. A W. H. Wilcox P/L timetable for Route 62. The timetable dates 
from 1961, but has no imprint date. 
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3. (Above) Lid-
combe Bus Com-
pany route No 59 
for the Auburn to 
Lidcombe service, 
dated 15 November 
1961. There is a 
complex selection of 
streets in the morn-
ing service, but it is 
not clear why. 
 
4. Right. More ser-
vices for Route 59, 
again with complex 
routing. 
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timetable of Route 406 in Fig 7 on 
page 9. The new route 406 followed 
the old 1 via Hampstead to Skarratt 
St, picked up the 16 at Beaconsfield 
and Melton Sts, with a short diver-
sion on the 62 to Beaconsfield and 
Wetherill Sts, and extended from 
Silverwater to a new terminus across 
the Parramatta River at Ermington. 
There is still frequent service along 
Kihila Road, morning peak service 
on the old 62 to Fariola St (one block 
north of Egerton) and some service 
to the Silverwater prison, on the site 
of the old Newington Hospital. Ser-
vice along Northumberland was pro-
vided by some diversions of the 406 
and by the new 405, to be discussed 
in part two. 

Route 406 has passed to Parramatta-
Ryde, and thence to Sydney Buses. 
The timetable of 22 October 2000 
(see Fig 8, page 10), shows further 
simplification. The diversions to 
Skarratt St, and to Wetherill and 
Beaconsfield have disappeared, as 
has service via Kihila Rd. The basic 
service runs via Wetherill St (part of 
the old 62) and most buses run to the 
Silverwater Remand Centre. There is 
a new diversion on the west side of 
Silverwater Road, via Vore St. In 
peak hours alternate trips operate to 

  
 
 
 
 
 
5. (Left). Route map of  Route 
406, run by Auburn Bus Service 
in December 1985. This rather 
complex route followed, in part, 
the old Route 1,  run by Spack-
mans, an timetable for which, 
appears below as Fig 6. Al-
though undated, it probably ap-
plies to about 1980. 



The Times No. 207                                                                       9                                                         Vol. 18, No. 6, June 2001 

and from the Remand Centre via 
Vore St instead of Wetherill St. On 
Sundays there are now two runs 
each way. Going to Auburn, they 
both miss the Remand Centre, but 
after Wetherill St, they divert to 

Vore and Egerton. On the return 
trips, Vore St. is not covered, but 
the Remand Centre is. How many 
passengers would find a Sunday 
bus in one direction only to be con-
venient? 

7. Dated 15 December 1986, this is the timetable for Auburn Bus Service Route 406 

Further changes are planned on the 
route 406, according to Sydney 
Buses' Better Buses, which says the 
route will be extended at the north-
ern end to Eastwood Station and to 
Macquarie Centre, early in 2001 
[Now due in June]. 
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8. These two panels show an almost current  timetable for route 406 again, now under the control of 
Sydney Buses. This one is dated 22 October 2000. By the time you read this further extensions of this 
route should have been brought into effect. 
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NSW 

A general Appendix, just called the 
Appendix to the Working Timetable, 
was issued in 1891, with further edi-
tions in 1894 (called the General Ap-
pendix on the fly-leaf, but just the Ap-
pendix on the cover), 1902, 1907, 1919 
and 1927. From 1907, the Appendix 
formally became the General Appendix 

For the 1935 edition, the NSWGR split 
the General Appendix into two vol-
umes. One volume (II) contained safe-
working and airbrake Regulations and 
was thus equivalent to the formal ap-
pendices of the Railway Clearing 
House and the Australasian Standard 
Rule Book. All other material appeared 
in Volume I. The 1935 editions fol-
lowed discussion at a Commissioners' 
Conference on the desirability of a uni-
form General Appendix and may have 
been provoked by it. 

Because volume II contained material 
of greater apparent stability, one would 
expect very few new editions of it to be 
produced but this was not really the 
case. Between 1935 and 1973, four 
editions of volume I were produced 
and three of volume II. 

Local Appendices were produced by 
the New South Wales Government 
Railways from 1892, perhaps earlier. 
These were 'appended' to the relevant 
sections of the Working Time Table 
(Metropolitan, Illawarra, Southern, 
Western and Northern), although com-
bined volumes were sometimes issued. 
These local Appendices were elimi-
nated with the issue of the 1991 rule 
book and their information incorpo-
rated into the 'new-look' Working Time 
Tables. 

 

Victoria 

At least 11 editions of the General Ap-
pendix have been issued in Victoria, 
most of them (8) in the 5 decades start-
ing with the 1880s. The first appear-
ance of the Appendix may have been 
as early as 1884. While no copies of 

editions from the 1880s appear to 
have survived, the VR rule book of 
1884 mentions the Appendix in pass-
ing in one spot. The 1885 edition 
mentions it specifically in four sepa-
rate rules. The well-known signalling 
expert C. Gavan-Duffy refers to an 
Appendix issued in late 1887 or early 
1888 and then another on 1st May (?) 
1890. By 1891 the rule book con-
tained 5 more rules making specific 
reference to the Appendix. The earli-
est known surviving edition is that of 
1894. Like the General Appendix (I) 
of NSW, the Victorian Railways 
General Appendix after 1907 was 
structured to reflect the content of the 
rule book to which it was 'appended', 
but it also contained local instruc-
tions. There were never Local Ap-
pendices in Victoria. The General 
Appendix ceased to exist with the 
introduction of the 1994 rule book. 

Queensland 

Many editions of the Appendix and 
General Appendix were produced in 
Queensland. The 1892 edition of the 
rule book was the first to make spe-
cific reference to the Appendix and 
by 1911, the Appendix in circulation 
was announced as the 14th edition. 
No copies of issues 1 to 13 seem to 
have survived. Although this book 
warned readers that it was issued in-
frequently, it still heavily outnum-
bered those from any other Austra-
lian railway. The Queensland books 
were the only ones in Australia to be 
Appendices to the Working Time 
Tables only. Queensland made the 
change from 'Appendix' to 'General 
Appendix' (to the rule book as well) 
in 1914 after a new Railways Act 
was introduced and the General Ap-
pendix became a By Law publica-
tion. Since that time, General Appen-
dices have been issued another 6 
times, most recently in 1989. Local 
Appendices were never issued by the 
Queensland Railways, all local in-
structions appearing in the General 
Appendix or, very commonly, in the 
Working Timetables. 

On July 1 1991, the Queensland Parlia-
ment passed a new railways Act, which 
made major changes to the manage-
ment of railways in Queensland. 
Among these changes was the removal 
of the rule book and Appendix from 
the realm of By Laws and delegated 
legislation. 

South Australia 
The South Australian Railways also 
produced a General Appendix, editions 
appearing in 1903, 1910, 1917/19 
(really one book, issued in two halves), 
1948, 1954 and 1973. Like the Appen-
dices of several Australian railways it 
was both a 'general' and a 'local' appen-
dix, containing many instructions spe-
cific to particular places. 

Western Australia 

The Appendix was produced by the 
WAGR from relatively early days. 
References to it appear in the 1895 
Working Time Table and then again in 
the 1900 rule book, but the 1901 Ap-
pendix appears to have been the first 
issued. By and large, General Appendi-
ces were issued roughly in synchrony 
with the rule-book. Thus there were 
General Appendices in 1901, 1907, 
1922,1963, 1974, 1989 and 1994. 
Other books, not apparently associated 
with a new rule book were also issued 
in 1974, 1989, 1992, 1992, 1995 and 
1998. No General Appendix appears to 
have been issued in conjunction with 
the 1940 rule book. In 1929, Western 
Australia emulated many British rail-
ways by issuing as a separate publica-
tion, appendices X and XI of the rule-
book. These were new appendices, not 
originally present in the 1922 rule book 
and dealt with automatic signalling on 
double and single lines of railway. 

Tasmania 

The Appendix (never the General Ap-
pendix) was issued by the TGR in 
1918, 1932 and 1950 and possibly 
other years as well. In the early 1990s 
the 1950 Appendix– significantly big-
ger than that of most other state rail-

Appendicitis 
GEOFF LAMBERT examines the history of Working Time Table Appendices 
from Australian railways, a continuation from his overview presented last 
month 
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ways- was still theoretically in force 
and was therefore the oldest Appendix 
in effect in Australia- but it was hardly 
significant in the 1990s. 

Commonwealth Railways 

The Commonwealth Railways, like the 
NSWGR, issued General Appendices 
in two volumes, although it is uncer-
tain when this practice commenced. An 

issue of volume II is recorded in 
1949 and both volumes were re-
issued in 1976 and 1983, the latter in 
conjunction with the new Common 
General Operating Rules book. 

 

New Zealand 

New Zealand Railways Appendices 

also existed and the rule book of 1891 
was the first to make reference to them. 
Records exist of an edition in 1908, but 
no others are known to me. Because 
the NZR rule book contained all the 
safeworking rules, even as late as 
1943, the Appendix was less important 
than it sometimes was in other places. 
Nevertheless it continued to exist, the 
1943 rule book making several refer-

1. How to gauge an automatic miniature electric staff exchanging apparatus. This device, invented by 
a fitter at the NSWGR’s Goulburn shops, was adopted by the NSWGR, the VR and the SAR. A much 
more robust device than then wussy versions invented by overseas railways, it allowed for exchanges 
at up to line speed of 70 mph. But it had to be kept in gauge, or the staff was liable to be dropped. 
Here, the SAR General Appendix of 1973 shows how to ensure that all is ship-shape 
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2. Above A long, thin block instrument– an 
illustration from QR’s 1962 General Appen-
dix. By agreement, block working was meant 
to be covered in a “small a” appendix, but it 
nearly always ended up in the G.A. 

3. Left. Publishing history for Australian Ap-
pendices. X =  new edition; A = amendment,; 
S = supplement. I & II = vols 1 and 2 of a 
two-part General Appendix. 
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4. Battered Teddy. Like a favourite toy, this NSWGR Local Appendix has been much loved. This is a 
Head Office  copy of the 1933 Southern Appendix, in use until the late 1960s. The double-page spread 
shows the station details for the Joppa Junction—Bombala line. As a Head office copy, it has been 
printed on one side of the paper only, and the blank side has been used to paste down tiny slivers of 
paper cut from the Weekly Notice. They lie 8-deep on the page. In addition there are many hand-
written amendments on the printed page. Despite being handsomely leather bound and gilt-embossed, 
thirty years of this sort of thing makes them fall apart. 
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ences to it. As with the rule book, offi-
cialdom and the rail-fan community 
are unable or unwilling to throw light 
on the matter. 

Private Railways 

Appendices would be worthwhile hav-
ing on railways that were large, com-
plex common carriers with frequently 
issued timetables and which were par-
ties to the Commissioners’ Confer-
ences. On this basis, one might expect 
to find them on a number of Australian 
private railways, but only Appendices 
for two such railways are known– the 
Emu Bay Railway (1938 and 1941 edi-
tions) and the Mt Lyell Mining and 
Railway Co. (1901 and 1914). 

 

6. Do you see what I see? No, it’s not another April Fool’s Day 
joke by The Times, but a genuine instruction from the 1950 Ap-
pendix of the Tasmanian railways. Hmm. 

5. WAGR Appendices were notably lacking in illustrations, compared with those on other Australian 
railways. Here is one of the few, from the  1974 edition, showing a map of plant quarantine areas. 
Fruit could not pass from Area 1 to Area 2. The rabbit-proof fence gets a mention too. 

E
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Graphic Insight #67 
By CHRIS BROWNBILL 

T his month, we revisit a topic covered by the very first Graphic Insight and ask do scheduled 
flights between city pairs take different lengths of time depending on the direction of travel? 
This month's graph is based upon data taken from the Qantas Worldwide timetable effective 
25th March 2001.  

The scheduled journey times between a number of city-pairs on Australia's East Coast are studied. For 
each pair, the average time for a northbound flight is graphed as one bar, and is set alongside the equiva-
lent journey time for a southbound flight. Where a range of times exists for a sector this is almost always 
because different aircraft types are used, and in this case, the time taken is that for a 737 aircraft. 

It is interesting to note that on some sectors, the journey times for each direction are identical, in some 
cases the northbound sector is faster, and in others the southbound sector is faster. There is a curious pat-
tern which is difficult to explain. In the Southern latitudes, the sectors are generally of equal duration 
(Hobart-Melbourne, Hobart-Sydney, Melbourne-Sydney and Melbourne-Canberra). In the central lati-
tudes, the northbound sector is faster than the southbound (Canberra-Sydney, Melbourne-Brisbane, Syd-
ney-Brisbane), whilst in the Northern region, the Southbound journey is faster (Brisbane-Cairns and 
Brisbane-Townsville). The Sydney-Cairns journey has exactly equal journey times - and so is consistent 
with this pattern because it spans the Central and Northern regions and presumably is a hybrid of both. 

Graphic Insight's earlier analysis of this phenomenon compared the Eastbound and Westbound journey 
times, and found that Eastbound flights are generally faster than Westbound and suggested that this was 
caused by prevailing winds. It is not so clear what causes the variations we see here in the North-South 
journey times dependant on latitude. 
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